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SUNDAY SERVICES 

10.00am – MORNING WORSHIP 
 

For morning service with HOLY COMMUNION 
Please see Church Diary printed inside this Newsletter 

 

Requests for BAPTISMS and WEDDINGS should be 
made to the Minister 

 
 



 
The calling of 

 
MIDHURST METHODIST CHURCH 

 
is to 

love God 

and to 

love our neighbours 

 
* * * * * 

 
We are committed to: 

Spreading the good news of Jesus Christ 
As expressed in God’s word from the Bible 

The worship of God at the centre of our lives 

Demonstrating God’s love for everyone 

Helping people grow in the Christian faith 

Challenging injustices 

Blessing the local community 



 from our minister… 

 
Pentecost Sunday this year is 9th June.  We celebrate the gift and work 
of the Holy Spirit.  In a sense this is the birthday of the Church.  This is 
when faith in Jesus, whose death and resurrection overcame the old 
order of sin and death, goes public.  The #Thy Kingdom Come prayer 
initiative for the days from Ascension Day (30th May) to Pentecost is an 
invitation to pray for people we know and the communities in which 
we live to come to know God in Jesus through the power of the Spirit.  
In other words, for the gospel faith in Jesus to go public again. 
 

Luke, in Acts chapter 2, writes that 50 days after Easter the disciples 
were all together when there came the sound of a strong, driving wind 
and they saw tongues of flame resting on each of them.  Then they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

The result was an amazing transformation.  A group who worshipped 
in the Temple, but kept their new faith and beliefs within the walls of 
their upper room, received strength and courage.  They came out and 
spoke publicly, interpreting Jewish scriptures to explain what was 
happening and what faith in Jesus could mean for everyone there.  The 
power of the Holy Spirit through their words and actions was such that 
thousands were baptised straight away. 
 

A fire had been lit that would sweep the world. 
 

As with most Christian festivals, remembering the first occasion that is 
being celebrated is only a small part of what it is about today.  The 
point is that each of us can experience a similar transformation.  
Through our prayer, our actions and our words we can see our families, 
friends and neighbours also transformed. 
 

The Holy Spirit is God in action.  When Jesus was talking with his 
disciples at the Last Supper he told them that, after he left them, he 
would ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit as a permanent reminder, 
teacher and comforter.  The Holy Spirit would never leave them. 
 

We too can receive strength and courage and many other gifts if we 
ask and allow the Holy Spirit to work in us.  With the Spirit come gifts  
 



 
which enable us to work as the first disciples did: gifts of faith, hope, 
love, wisdom, powerful speech and understanding ...  If we work with 
the Spirit he will burn in us and show himself in the way we live our 
lives, and we too, can exhibit the fruit of the Spirit in those essential 
qualities of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 

David  
 
 
 
 

 
BIBLE MONTH 
This year’s Bible month looks at the Letter to the Colossians.  It will 
be the main passage for our sermons on the four Sundays 30th June, 
14th, 21st and 28th July.  There will be a Study Course as well.  As usual 
we’ll run each session twice: 
Wednesdays 3rd, 10th, 17th, & 24th July at Haslemere from 7.30 - 9pm 
Thursdays 4th, 11th, 18th, & 25th July at Liphook from 2.30 - 4pm. 

 
 

 
 
 

 Church Meeting 
The next church meeting is due to take place on Thursday 27th June 
at 7.30pm. Please have all reports and agenda items with Claire by 
Sunday 16th June. 
Thanks 
 

 



 
 
 
 

  ALL WE CAN  
 
 
Following the news of Cyclone Idai that hit South East Africa we 
started our Easter Collection, for our partner project in Malawi, a few 
weeks early so we could respond to the disaster appeal immediately. 
Initially £360 was sent via All We Can with a further sum after Easter. 
In all we raised (including Gift Aid) £606 from donations. 
CARD (Churches Action in Relief and Development) – All We Can’s 
local partner in Malawi - was able to get to the Mulukiwa community 
as the first storms hit and they were able to save the irrigation 
systems. However the entire harvest was lost which means the people 
have no food to eat until the next harvest and no income from selling 
crops in the market. 
Much work has now to be done to get the soil back on to the fields, 
then dug and fertilised. New seeds must be sown. The irrigation 
systems must be set up again because the dry season in coming. The 
seeds and crops will need to be watered so that there will be another 
harvest in a few months’ time. 
It is also likely that many houses will have been severely damaged as 
they have mud walls and straw roofs. 
We must continue to pray for this community as they try to rebuild 
their lives and work to lift themselves out of poverty. They want to 
have enough food to feed their families and income to pay the school 
fees for their children as well as any medical needs and home 
improvements such as iron roofs and basic sanitation. 
 
           JP  
 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/


 
 

    DAVID ATTENBOROUGH - Is he a prophet?       
 

 
According to the Oxford Dictionary a prophet is a person who predicts 
the future, may be an inspired teacher, or who proclaims the will of 
God. 
The Old Testament prophets were not always popular because they 
warned people of dire consequences if their behaviour did not 
improve. David Attenborough is warning us that if we do not reduce 
global warming we will have a man-made disaster on a global scale. It 
will cause the collapse of society as we know it. 
Cynics say that there is nothing we can do because countries like China 
are not reducing their emissions. (This is rather unfair because the 
Chinese are making huge efforts towards using solar energy; plus the 
Chinese factories are making goods for the rest of the world!) 
Optimists and activists like ‘Extinction Rebellion’ think that European 
countries should lead the way. 
It is a very complicated subject and can seem hopeless but David 
Attenborough says that there are three things that everyone should 
try to do and they are: 
1) plant more trees    
2) cut back on the use of fossil fuels and  
3) stop keeping large herds of sheep and cattle. 
David Attenborough is not a person who has faith in any religion. He 
is driven by his love of conservation of plants and animals.   
 

I think we can accept him as a prophet of our time.  
 

 AC 



   MADhurst Concert in the Church 
Corra Sound, a group of professional music teachers singing a capella, 
will perform a concert in the Sanctuary during the MADhurst festival.  
We will provide interval refreshments and ask for donations to 
Sanctuary in Chichester, as last year. The date for your diary is Monday 
19th August. More details to follow. 
 
 
 

 
 

Update on our Chilean Plum Yew 
 

You will have been following the story of the tree in the church car 
park over the last few months. It was spotted by Martin Gardner, an 
expert in rare conifers from the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, as 
he was passing by on the A272 and identified as not just any old yew 
tree but a Chilean Plum Yew – rare and endangered in its native 
habitat. 
Since then, we have liaised with him and an information sign has been 
provided for us by the Botanic Garden, where they are working hard 
to save this species as well as other endangered conifers. 
It is thought that our tree is related to the two at the Cowdray Hall in 
Easebourne, as they are all females. The easiest way to propagate is 
by cuttings. 
Please have a look at the plaque, which is on the wall by the tree. 



 

  
 
This painted silk embroidery has now been given a new home in our 
Hall, where it can be viewed by the many people using the church 
premises. It has been refurbished with new Perspex and the frame 
repainted. 
It was designed by Moira Grice, sewing instructor, and made by 
members of the old Grange Social Services Day Centre. 
It features scenes from Midhurst and further afield in West Sussex, 
such as Bosham Hoe and Chichester Cathedral, and was previously 
hung in the Liberty Hall at the Grange.  
Embroidered in the right-hand corner are the names of the Grange 
sewing group involved in the project - each of them being allocated 
areas of the painted design to embellish with embroidery silk. 
Other examples of items made at the old Grange workshop can still be 
seen at the Riverbank Health Centre -a circular ceramic plaque made 
in pottery class and the very large compilation 3D collage of folk 
attending the surgery, which hangs behind the reception area. 
The photo shows Sian (left) and Judy Fowler, a trustee of The Grange 
Community Association, who were involved in finding the new home 
for the embroidery.         

  

SM 



Action for Children 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

              
 

Friday, 5th July 

At Rockliffe, Carron Lane 

GU29 9LD 

10-12noon 
 

 
 

***************************************** 
Last year's event was very well supported and we raised a whopping 
£530. Let's do even better this year and aim for £600+!! 
We look forward to a sunny morning, good coffee and a happy time. 
There will be a raffle and bring & buy and maybe a few other 
surprises.  
 
Looking forward to your support and seeing you there, 
Sian 



Prayer Focus 
 
As in the previous Prayer Focus, we are listing a few special dates and 
events that we should pray about and then a list of topics which need 
our prayers and thoughts. 
 
The first of the special dates is 9th June, Pentecost. We are told that 
when the disciples received the gifts of the Holy Spirit, they were 
transformed from ‘normal’ men into passionate preachers and healers 
astounding all around at the new life within them. They travelled far 
and wide spreading the Gospel and many were put to death for their 
beliefs. Pray that we too should receive the gifts from the Holy Spirit, 
and recognise them, each unique to each of us. Pray that we have the 
courage to use our gifts whenever an opportunity arises that we too, 
as the first disciples, may do our part in spreading God’s Kingdom. 
 
This year the Methodist conference will be held in Birmingham from 
27th June to the 4th July. Pray that all the decisions coming from the 
meeting may be Christ-led and inspire Methodists throughout the 
world, including our church here in Midhurst, to spread the Gospel 
with verve and enthusiasm. An important part of conference is the 
ordination of probationers as Presbyters and Deacons. Pray that the 
joy and inspiration of this occasion may go with them for the rest of 
their lives, enriching the good times and supporting them through the 
difficult ones.  In these times when the numbers of people offering 
themselves for the ministry is falling, pray that more may hear the call 
and seek a life in Christ’s service. 
 
Following is a list of topics that need our thoughts and prayers: 
 
At this time many of our young people are involved in exams or tests 
at various levels. Pray that they are not put under undue pressure 
from over-zealous parents, teachers or schools, but simply 
encouraged to do their best. Pray that no matter what the outcome, 
provided the young person has done their best, then they are worthy. 
 
 



 
 
Pray for all who are sick in body, mind or spirit, that they be 
comforted, and find peace and wholeness. Pray especially for those 
young people who have no hope or direction in life to the extent that 
they are suicidal. May they find calmness and a purpose that gives 
them the will to carry on and live a useful life. Pray also for their carers 
that they may perform their tasks with diligence and compassion. 
 
We pray for all refugees, no longer making the headlines. One only has 
to look at the inside pages of our newspapers to see that there is still 
a stream of people making their way to what they hope will be a better 
life. They must be in extremis to give up their homes and possessions, 
to undertake such dangerous journeys, often the victims of people 
traffickers and other criminals. To get the view of one refugee we 
suggest you read a book titled ‘The Pianist from Syria’ by Aeham 
Ahmad, which is a moving account of one refugee and his experiences. 
 
Finally we should pray for ourselves and for those around us and our 
families. May we be a companion to the lonely, a friend to the 
friendless, an ear to those who need to unburden, and a comfort to 
those who are sorrowing. Pray that we may reflect a little of Christ’s 
love in our daily lives so that others want to discover Christ’s love for 
themselves. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

We are looking for non-copyright photographs which we could 
use to communicate our message to the community. These would be 
used on our Facebook page, or for posters around the Church and Hall. 
They could be of Church events and places, or just beautiful pictures 
that you like. 
Do you have any photos you’d like us to use? Please have a word with 
Jessica or Alison 



     MIDHURST CENTRE                        May 2019 
 

   “Could you be the new organiser of Midhurst Foodbank?”  

It is now almost exactly five years since the Midhurst Foodbank was 

founded as a Trussell Trust foodbank and satellite of the Chichester 

District Foodbank. The founders, Mike and Chrissy Abbott from 

Midhurst Parish Church now intend to stand down, for family reasons, 

at the end of September, giving time for a handover period. A new 

organiser, or organisers, are now sought on a voluntary basis. 

Midhurst Foodbank provides three main services: 

• Meeting the need for food for our clients and providing 
signposting to other services in what are often complex cases of 
need 

• Providing a 24/7 Mobile delivery service: (Tel.07826-397732) 
especially reaching out to clients in the surrounding villages 

• Providing holiday lunchboxes for the children who would 
normally receive free school meals in term time 

Over the five years the level of activity has grown, so that in 2018 

Midhurst Foodbank fed 376 clients, and gave out 571 lunchboxes to 

323 children. The figures for 2019 are on the increase. 

The Foodbank is well established with four client-facing teams “on 

rota” one week in four; a food collecting team led by Sian Mitchell, 

and a food stores management team. The Foodbank is supported 

generously by people and organisations in the Midhurst area and in 

2018, besides food donations, we received over £10,000 in cash 

donations.  

The role of the organiser(s) is to link closely to our Chichester partners 

and comprises five separate workstreams: 



• Ensuring all the teams are fully staffed, trained and led, 

• Ensuring that there is proper accountability for the donations 

and services through monitoring returns to the Chichester 

Centre and Trussell Trust 

• Checking with the stores team that there is an adequate flow of 

food donations to meet the needs of clients and when necessary 

ordering deliveries from Chichester 

• Organising the holiday lunchbox scheme 

• Promoting the Midhurst Centre to local organisations: schools, 

churches and charities by giving occasional talks and visits, for 

example at Harvest. 

Because these are clear roles the tasks could be undertaken by more 

than one person, like a “voluntary job share”, but there needs to be 

one identifiable person who is ultimately in charge. We think the role 

of Organiser takes 10-15 hours a week. The role needs someone who 

is a good organiser and who has a heart for the needy. 

Interested? Want to know more?  

Contact Mike/Chrissy Abbott by email at: 

midhurst@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk. 

Alternatively phone the Foodbank number 07826-397732, leaving 

your name and phone number and asking for Mike or Chrissy to ring 

you back. 

Many thanks- sadly it is really much-needed voluntary work! 

Mike and Chrissy Abbott 

P.S. from Sian: 
As the organiser of those who collect from the local shops, I have, in 
the last few weeks, lost 2 collectors - who have been on the rota for 
the last 5 years. 
Can you please ask anyone who feels they can help with this task, to 
get in touch with me. 
          SM 
 

mailto:midhurst@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk


   
   

Easter Day Celebration 2019 – we sing to the town of our joy. 

 
 

            Sharing Our Faith Together   
 
Good fun was had by all at the Easter Craft Event for All Ages. This was 
a S.O.F.T. team initiative about sharing our festivals with the 
community. Youngsters from Mischief Makers and their parents had a 
great time. Older folk joined in as well to create some lovely things to 
take home. 
The S.O.F.T. team is putting on a Café Church workshop at Drayton 
Church on Saturday 8th June; a couple of us are going to take part 
and hopefully will pick up some good ideas.    
 
          AC 
 



 
 

  Strawberry Tea 
 

in the Garden & Hall  
Saturday 3rd August, 2.30-4.30pm 

 

For Methodist Homes for the Aged 
 

 
 

            
 

 

 

MADHURST CARNIVAL CHOCOLATE TOMBOLA 
Monday 26th August 2019  

 

Dear Members and Friends, 
I know that this request is earlier than usual but, as time has a habit of 
passing by I thought it would be a good idea to inform you now that 
this event is happening once again.  
 

We raised a good amount last year and would like to do the same 
again so I am appealing to you all to please donate whatever 
Chocolate you can.  
 

All donations will be gratefully received. 
 

Yours sincerely  
Elaine M 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MHA_logo.jpg


 

Latest Information from Sanctuary in Chichester 
 

Recently Sic appealed for help for a 21-y-o Afghan man who is “appeal 
rights exhausted” ie his first appeal for asylum has been refused. This 
means he cannot receive any living benefits and is not allowed to work 
– in other words he is destitute. SiC was looking for short- to medium-
term accommodation. They were able to cover living costs of about 
£300 per month but would love to have donations to help. Also, this 
young man is not allowed to access education or use the NHS.  He has 
also had to stop English classes and struggles with written English, so 
he is at a real disadvantage when dealing with our bureaucracy. SiC 
was therefore looking for someone to carry on his language classes 
and someone who knows something of the legal procedures who can 
chaperone him to solicitors’ meetings and appeals tribunals. 
The “Nations United” football team, run under the auspices of SiC and 
the University in Chichester, recently hosted a tournament for 6-a-
side teams. They estimate that 65 young asylum-seekers from across 
the county have participated in this project, with 20 regulars.  

SiC recently appealed for regular donations and provided this  
useful summary of what they are doing: 
“…our volunteers deliver: 
• Support to Syrian refugee families in West Sussex 
• A weekly drop in session for refugees and asylum seekers of all 
nations 
• Supported lodgings where young asylum seekers can live in a 
safe, caring environment 
• English language tuition 
• A football club for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children, run 
in partnership with the University of Chichester 
• Social and pastoral support for young refugees and asylum -
seekers, from taking them on day trips to helping them with 
college applications 
• Emergency accommodation and financial support for destitute 
asylum seekers and those whose asylum applications have been 

https://cityofsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/cofs-logo_hires_colour_whitebg.jpg


 

rejected but who cannot return to their home countries 
• Training for adults to accompany asylum seekers to judicial or 
quasi-judicial hearings, such as age assessments, where we can be 
a reassuring presence during often gruelling proceedings 
• Presentations to local groups to raise awareness of our work and 
the wider refugee crisis. 
 
We work in partnership with West Sussex County Council, district 
councils, social services, the University of Chichester, schools, 
commercial housing and language teaching organisations, 
churches, and other voluntary groups. Our mix of practical, 
educational and social support helps ‘fill the gaps’ of statutory 
aid...” 
  
In the context of donations to SiC, they have given us the following 
information: 

 

• £10 would buy an English language learning tool 
• £30 gives a refugee family a month’s internet so they can find out 
about local services and employment, and stay in touch with relatives 
and friends 
• £50 buys football boots and kit for a Nations United team member 
• £100 enables a destitute asylum seeker to buy a month’s food. 
They are appealing for regular donations, and since they are now an 
official charity, they can benefit from Gift Aid. Further details will be 
found on their website. 
 
 
 

SiC contacts:  
email:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com  

website: https://sanctuaryinchichester.org 
 

Donations: 
please make Cheques payable to “Sanctuary in Chichester”  
and send to:  
Sanctuary in Chichester, PO Box 794, CHICHESTER, PO19 9UL 

 

mailto:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/


                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Concert 
 at St Mary’s Church Bepton 

on Saturday 8th June 2019 at 3pm 
Tina Gelnere, a mezzosoprano from Latvia, has performed in the UK 
and Europe and has a role in a Welsh National Opera production this 
summer. 
Come to hear her sing a selection of operatic arias and other songs 
accompanied by Chris Coote LTCL, local recitalist and Chairman of 
the Bognor Regis Music Club.  
Light refreshments, included in the ticket price, will be served after 
the concert. 
Tickets: Adults £12 (Children 7 to 16 free) are obtainable from 
Sheila Ryan, Bayleaves, Bepton GU29 9RB 
tel: 01730 813971 e-mail: bayleaves@macace.net 
If you pay by cheque please make it payable to St Mary’s Bepton 
PCC. 

Net proceeds will go to St Mary’s Building Repair and 
Improvement Fund 

 

MIDHURST PARISH CHURCH 

STRAWBERRY FAIR 
8th JUNE from 2.00 - 4.30 pm 

MARKET SQUARE, MIDHURST 
Cream Teas and Strawberries, Music, Dance 

& Other Attractions, Raffle 
 

 
 

 

 



          Worship Planning Group 

Everyone is welcome to help David as he thinks about our worship. 
The next gathering of the ad hoc Worship Planning Group is on 26th 
June, and then again on 24th July. We always meet in the 76 room at 
2:30pm. Please come along and add your comments, to help David as 
he prepares our services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Spring 

Fair 
 

Saturday 1st June 
10am-12noon 

 

 

Bric-a-Brac, Toys, Homebakes 
Books, Raffle, Plants 

Greeting Cards 
Refreshments, Bacon Sandwiches 

 
Entrance £1 includes a free cup of coffee 

 

Supporting the work of the Methodist Church in Midhurst 

 

 

 

 

 



 

      Fundraising News 
Your regular update on our charitable fundraising efforts 

 

Thank-you to Angela for organising the Christian Aid Coffee Morning 
on 11th May, and to all of you who helped and supported. She raised 
£351. 

At our annual Anniversary Lunch, we asked for donations to cover the 
costs. Your generosity resulted in a surplus of about £75 which will go 
to Church funds. 

The Spring Fair is on 1st June. Please come along. We’d love saleable 
items eg good quality bric-a-brac, toys, books, plants, and of course 
Homebakes. There will be a raffle and Sian will be there making her 
famous bacon sandwiches. 

Sian will again be hosting a coffee morning for Action for Children this 
year, on Friday 5th July. More details elsewhere. 

We are hoping for good weather again on 3rd August for our 
Strawberry Teas in the garden, for MHA. 

Concert & supper: As in the past few years we will host a concert for 
MADhurst in the Church, on 19th August and as usual we will provide 
a spread of refreshments at the interval. We’ll be asking for donations 
for Sanctuary in Chichester. 

Also for MADhurst we’ll have our very popular Chocolate Tombola at 
the Finale Carnival on the Bank Holiday Monday. Elaine has kindly 
agreed to organise this for us. She is already asking for donations - 
details elsewhere. 

Thanks for your ongoing support of our charitable fundraising events.
        

          AG 



 
Diary Dates          

June           

Sat 1st 10-12noon Spring Fair  Church Hall   

Sun 2nd 10.00am Holy communion Rev D Muskett   

Tues 4th 17.30pm Circuit  Mtg  Drayton UC   

Wed 5th 12.30pm Body & Soul  Church Hall   

Thurs 6th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall   

Sat 8th 10.30am Café Worship Disc. Drayton UC   

Sun 9th 10.00am Morning Service Mr N Wingrove   

Thurs 13th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall   

  14.15pm Leadership Mtg Alison Griffiths   

Sun 16th 10.00am Morning Service TBA    

Wed 19th  12.30pm Body & Soul  Church Hall   

Thurs 20th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall   

Sun 23rd 10.00am Morning Service Rev B Monk   

Wed 26th 14.30pm Worship Planning Gr 76 room   

Thurs 27th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall   

  19.30pm Church Mtg  Claire Stemp-W  
Sun 30th 10.00am Morning Service Rev D Muskett   

July           

Mon 1st 10.30am Fund Raising Mtg Mrs A Griffiths   

Wed 3rd 12.30pm Body & Soul  Church Hall   

Thurs 4th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall   

Fri 5th  10-12 noon Coffee Morning Sian Mitchell   

            (In aid of Action for Children)     

Sun 7th 10.00am  Holy Communion  Rev L Huggett   

Thurs 11th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall   

Sun 14th 10.00am  Morning Service TBA    

Wed 17th 12.30pm Body & Soul  Church Hall   

Thurs 18th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall   

Sun 21st 10.00am  Morning Service TBA    

 Copydate for August/September Newsletter    

Wed 24th 2.30pm Worship Planning Gr 76 Room   



Sun 28th 10.00am  Morning Service TBA    

August          

Sat 3rd 14.30pm Strawberry Tea Hall & Garden   

   (in aid of Methodist Homes for the Aged)   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Midhurst Methodist Church 

North Street 
Midhurst 

GU29 9DU 
 

 01730 816206 
 

www.midhurstmethodist.com 

  Midhurst-Methodist-Church-390730361066030/ 

 
 

MINISTER: 

Rev David Muskett 
Tel: 01428 642921 

Email: david.muskett41@btinternet.com 
 

Minister’s day off – Friday 
 

 

 

Steward:               Alison Griffiths 
 
Church Treasurer:      Rodney Bond 
 
Hall Bookings:       Angela Clarke 
 
 

http://www.midhurstmethodist.com/
mailto:david.muskett41@btinternet.com

