
Newsletter from the….    

 

 

 

MIDHURST METHODIST 

CHURCH 
 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

June/July 2020 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

10.00am – MORNING WORSHIP 
 

For morning service with HOLY COMMUNION 
Please see Church Diary printed inside this Newsletter 

 

Requests for BAPTISMS and WEDDINGS should be 
made to the Minister 

  



 

The calling of 

 
MIDHURST METHODIST CHURCH 

 
is to 

love God 

and to 

love our neighbours 

 
* * * * * 

 
We are committed to: 

Spreading the good news of Jesus Christ 
As expressed in God’s word from the Bible 

The worship of God at the centre of our lives 

Demonstrating God’s love for everyone 

Helping people grow in the Christian faith 

Challenging injustices 

Blessing the local community 



from the editors… 
 
At the time of publishing, on the government’s advice, the opening of 
places of worship is anticipated for 4th July, but of course nothing is 
guaranteed. This is just a hoped-for, earliest date. 
Therefore, while we hope we can resume services then, and have 
published the Newsletter appropriately, this could change several 
times before we get to July. Please keep informed of Government 
advice and how that could affect what we have planned in the life of 
the Church. 
We anticipate “Worship at Home” will continue with printed orders of 
service delivered by the Pastoral Visitors, on our website 
www.midhurstmethodist.com and on our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist. 
Most Sunday services are available via Zoom. Please be in touch with 
your Pastoral Visitor if you would like the meeting code and password.  
 
Meanwhile, in this edition of your Newsletter we have tried to provide 
some information on what you, our friends and members, have been 
doing during the lockdown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
This is not the first time churches have been closed. 
In King John’s reign Pope Innocent III closed all churches 
because John disputed who should be the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 
Baptisms and funerals were still performed but churches were 
closed for 6 years until John relented. 
Hopefully our closure will not last 6 years. 

JS  
 

  
 

 

http://www.midhurstmethodist.com/
http://www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist


from our minister… 
 

JUNE 2020 – GONE OR ALWAYS HERE? 
 

Some years ago, I found a poem by WH Vanstone called Joseph of 
Arimathea's Easter. It’s a meditation on Good Friday and Easter with 
the theme “He’s gone” referring to Jesus’ death and absence from the 
tomb. 
  

I want to add another “He’s gone”. I write the day before Ascension 
Day and I imagine the disciples at the ascension when Jesus was taken 
back into heaven looking up as he disappeared and turning to each 
other and saying, “He’s gone” 
 

But each time “He’s gone” it is so that he is not confined or restricted. 
Jesus died so as not to be confined by the restrictions of a sinful human 
world. Jesus rose so as not to be confined to physical time and space. 
Jesus ascended so as not to be confined to the memories of the past. 
 

The disciples were told Jesus would return and he went - promising to 
be with them always, promising to be with us always. 
 

On 31 May we celebrate Pentecost Sunday when his promise is 
fulfilled. No more do we say “He’s gone”.  His power, love, inspiration 
and comfort are with us always; he gives us gifts to use in the service 
of his kingdom and he calls us to one another to use them most 
effectively. 
 

It is a message for the future, not simply a remembering of the past. 
As Vanstone says at the end of his poem,  
 

He cannot rest content to be your past, 
So he has risen to be your future too". 

 

He has risen and ascended and sent his Holy Spirit to be your future. I 
pray that may be so. 
 
David 



 

 
 
 
 
 
HE’S GONE – W.H. VANSTONE 
 
‘He’s gone,’- says Joseph, and, with Pilate’s leave 
Eases the nails and lowers him from the Tree, 
Wraps him in reverent and tender thoughts 
And lays him in the cave called Memory. 
 
That cave is deeply hewn in Joseph’s heart: 
All that’s within will always be his own: 
In memory’s cave the treasure of his past 
Is safe for ever, walled and sealed by stone. 
 
‘He’s safe,’ says Joseph, ‘safe in this cool place 
And no one now can take my Lord away. 
In years to come I’ll still see his dear face 
As clearly as I’ve seen it on this day.’ 
 
‘He’s gone!’ cries Joseph at the empty tomb: 
But Mary says, ‘He’s left a word for you: 
He cannot rest content to be your past, 
So he has risen to be your future too.’ 
 
W.H Vanstone, 1923-99 
 
 
 
 
 



     All We Can 
  

As the Church has been closed we have been unable to share pictures 
and news about our Partner Project in Ethiopia. However, the work 
continues to help the Cherkos communities in their battle against 
climate change which is causing their inability to grow sufficient crops. 
In the All We Can lent booklet (Radically changing the story) there are 
seven stories from members of the Cherkos communities, sharing how 
climate change has driven them into poverty and split up their families. 
But there are also signs of hope because of the work that is being done 
to help them. These stories can be found on Day 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 38 and 
45. 
All We Can does not send money to buy food except in extreme 
emergencies such as the hurricane and floods in Malawi in 2019. Instead 
our donations are used to help train the community to work together to 
develop a way to grow a sustainable food supply. This is done by 
identifying local leaders who will pass on their learning, training them to 
grow new crops - including super spuds - to  diversify diets and to 
increase organic matter in the soil. Local committees are formed and 
trained to speak to local government officials in order to make their 
needs and rights known. 
           JP 
 
To Consider 
Every time you love, 
Every time you include someone who’s lonely, 
Every time you encourage someone who’s defeated, 
Every time you challenge somebody who’s wandering off the path 
Every time you serve the under-resourced - 

It is a sign that the kingdom is once more breaking into the world.  
John Ortberg  

  

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/


Chat and Prayer 
  
Like many others, when the Covid19 lock down was announced and I 
heard of the formation of Midhurst Angels, I asked myself ‘what can I do 
to help?’.  
Being classed as a vulnerable over-70 the idea of Chat and Prayer came 
to me.  
My son Paul set up the designated telephone number and I became 
available for anyone who needed support and encouragement at what 
is, for all of us, a difficult time. 
When I was asked by the local reporter for the Midhurst and Petworth 
Observer if faith helps us at times like these, I had no hesitation in saying 
yes! I cannot count the times when I have witnessed, in the lives of 
people, the healing restorative power of faith.   
Over the years at various times, such as when Princess Diana died, when 
IRA bombings occurred, or 9/11 when terrorists attacked the World 
Trade Centre in New York, the churches of which I was minister opened 
their doors for prayer and, if needed, chat.  Just doing that affirmed that 
God cares! That there is a God who is able to give comfort in the present 
and courage to face the uncertainties of the future.   
In this lockdown, sadly with all the church doors closed, the idea of 
telephone Chat and Prayer emerged.  
Chat and Prayer is for anyone who lives in Midhurst or around. It is not 
only intended for those for whom prayer comes naturally and a prayer 
is only shared if asked for. 
Please tell anyone you know the Chat and Prayer number if you feel it 
would be of help to them. 
The number to ring is 01243 939780 

David C 
 
 

  
 
 

  

 

You can give without loving, but 
you can’t love without giving. 

 



 
Conference debate on Marriage and Relationships 

“God in Love Unites Us” 
 
As published in the last Newsletter, the Church discussed this subject 
and sent a query to the Circuit, for raising at conference. 
Due to the current restrictions on large gatherings, Conference will be 
‘virtual’ this year. It will carry on essential business but is unlikely to have 
big debates, including on Marriage & Relationships. We will have to wait 
to find out what we are expected to do next. 
           AG 
 
 
 
 

 

Catherine Lau and Matthew Li worshipped regularly with us until they 
moved to Southampton. They were married recently and we send them 
our warmest congratulations 



WITH  HELP  FROM  OUR  FRIENDS 
 
We often hear Christians being criticised for being hypocrites, 
sometimes en-bloc, because they have erred in some way.  It makes me 
very cross because we are the ones who have confessed that we are 
sinners and have asked for forgiveness. 
We have a perfect example to aspire to in Jesus Christ and throughout 
our lives we are on a journey to become better people and better 
representatives of him. 
Jesus criticised the Pharisees for being hypocrites with good reason. 
They had been set in their ways for many years and had lost track of 
some of the basic principles of their faith. They were not on a journey at 
all! 
I was reading a biography of my favourite author, Patrick O'Brian, 
recently.  He was rather a strange character in that in his books he is very 
much concerned with human relationships and how people treat each 
other. Yet in his own life he behaved very badly towards his family, 
deserting his wife and children, changing his name and distancing 
himself from his seven brothers and sisters for the rest of his life.  
There is a quotation at the beginning of the biography which could be 
just as relevant to us.  "Nothing is more unjust, however common, than 
to charge with hypocrisy him that expresses zeal for those virtues, which 
he neglects to practise; since he may be sincerely convinced of the 
advantages of conquering his passions, without having yet obtained the 
victory …."  Samuel Johnson, The Rambler, 5 May 1750          

AC 
 
 
 
 

The fact there is a highway to Hell  
and only a stairway to heaven 

says a lot about anticipated traffic numbers. 
 

  



Prayer Focus 
 
In March, when we were preparing the last Prayer Focus, we had no idea 
of the traumatic effect Covid19 would have on our lives. The lockdown 
announced at the end of March, which included the closure of churches, 
obviously raised many more topics for prayer. Our spiritual needs were 
met by David Muskett issuing prayers and meditations on social media; 
David Coote started a chat and prayer phone line; our Pastoral Visitors 
do sterling work in contacting their classes to ensure all is well. Finally, 
with the help of Jessica and many others we were able to set up Zoom 
services at Midhurst, which have been a great comfort and inspiration in 
these very difficult times. We pray, thanking God for the efforts of our 
fellow members in maintaining worship in the Midhurst fellowship. Pray 
also for those members of our fellowship who are unable to share with 
us at this time, that they may know they are in our thoughts and prayers.  
As we move into June, pray for strength to overcome our fears and 
anxieties about the future, and that our faith be a reassurance to others.  
Pray for all who are sick at this time, whether in hospital, care home, or 
at home, that they may find peace and relief from their suffering. Pray 
for the families and friends of those who are unwell, who have many 
fears and anxieties at this time. 
Pray for the families and friends of all those who have died, especially 
those who feel they are unable to grieve properly because of the 
restrictions in force. Pray also for the medical staff who nursed many of 
those who died that they should find the strength to carry on.  
Give thanks for all who carried on working to keep our lives as normal as 
possible - for those in the food industry in whatever capacity; for those 
working in the power, water and transport industries endeavouring to 
maintain a degree of normality in our lives.  
Remember those in authority making very difficult decisions and those 
employed to carry out these tasks.  
Give thanks for all those who have volunteered for service within their 
community distributing essentials as well as keeping a look-out for those 
less able.  
 



 
 
Pray for all for whom the future is so uncertain, losing their jobs and 
livelihoods, as a result of this epidemic. Pray also for the young who are 
losing out on their education and the social skills of mixing with their 
peers.  
In the midst of all these strange events, nature carried on as usual. The 
trees have come into full leaf, flowers have bloomed, chicks have 
hatched and new life is all around us. Give thanks for all the signs that 
creator God is still at work in this His world.  
Even though we do not know what the future holds, we can pray with 
certainty that God will be with us and in that we can take comfort and 
strength.   
           DS 

 
 
Whatever you do - don’t! 
 

Don’t grow tired of being helpful, 
Don’t get bored with being nice. 
Don’t lose heart with being hopeful. 
When you want to sulk- think twice. 
Don’t let little things upset you; 
Don’t be easy to annoy. 
Don’t be miserable for nothing - 
There is plenty to enjoy. 
Go on trying to be decent, 
Go on working to be kind. 
Let the blessings of a lifetime 
Take the worries off your mind. 
 

Attributed to KM Watson 

 

  



 

      Mischief Makers      
 

The group has continued to flourish and we welcomed some very new babies, 
one being less than a week old. Like so many activities, Mischief Makers suddenly 
had to close because of Covid19. 
We were looking forward to welcoming a Petting Donkey to our last meeting 
before Easter. These donkeys are amazing, being trained to stand and be petted, 
go up steps and even into lifts (they wear a nappy, which is not very visible, just 
in case!!). The donkey, as before, would come into church for our celebration and 
then go outside for rides. When we cancelled, they said how difficult it was going 
to be to fund their care during the lockdown, without bookings. The church 
supported them by not claiming back the deposit and they replied with grateful 
thanks saying this had paid for the donkey to have his teeth done!! 

                  
Milo one of the donkeys         (Pedro with the helpers in 2018) 
 

Whilst we couldn’t meet our Mums and Carers we decided to set up a Facebook 
page but only with lot of help from Jessica  This is not a medium I am used to so 
it’s been a learning curve which I can’t say is completely successful but we have 
put up craft ideas with 
instructions to which some people have responded. E.g. 

When we will be sharing in person with the carers, babies and toddlers again we 
do not know but hopefully it won’t be too long.    BC 
 
  



Covid-19 Midhurst Angels    
 

Covid-19 Midhurst Angels was set up in the middle of March this year with 
the aim of helping the less able and more vulnerable in Midhurst and 
surrounding villages. As lock-down was announced, and with the virus 
spreading, the service was used constantly for the delivery of shopping, 
collection of prescriptions, local advice and many other things. 
 

A few weeks ago, when it became clear that the government would very 
likely recommend the wearing of face coverings, some keen sewing people 
got out their machines and raided cupboards for dressmaking fabric and 
elastic. The team is led by Midhurst Angels’ Jeanette Sutton who has 
researched the best design, with the most effective inner filters, for non-
medical masks. 
 

From our Church Gayle, Jessica and Pauline have joined the Angels team 
and are busy cutting and sewing. At the time of writing Gayle and Pauline 
have made and distributed well over 200 masks, most of them going to The 
Riverbank Medical Centre for staff and patients, while Jessica will be 
finishing her first big batch of face masks towards the end of May. The rest 
of the “Angels” in the town have distributed many hundreds more. All the 
masks are given free of charge to anyone in the community that has a need 
of face-to-face contact with others. Our aim is to get Midhurst “masked” up 
and help keep this horrid virus at bay.  
           PD 
 

 

            

 
 
 
If you are in need of any of the Angels’ 
services or would like to offer support 
Tel 07538839703 

 



    Foodbank Update 
  

Our Foodbank operations have had to change considerably since my last report. 
To begin with, 80% of our volunteers were unable, due to age or health 
restrictions, to help and so out of 8 people on my “collectors’ list", 7 of them were 
now unavailable - much to their frustration. 
Fortunately, I have managed to recruit 3 new collectors and so our collections are 
going well. 
The food bank is now working in a safe way, with a new way of working and with 
many new volunteers. This has been brought about by the corona pandemic 
which, in many ways, has made us more efficient. 
Over this last week, we delivered supplies to 8 families, so helped 31 individuals. 
That’s 8 big food parcels! 
With the numbers of unemployed in the UK likely to reach over 6 million by the 
end of May, it is almost certain that the numbers of people we will be feeding 
each week will dramatically increase. 
For help, contact with the Foodbank is by phone or email only and the supplies 
are delivered by volunteers, not collected in person. 
tel no: 07826 397732.   Email: midhurstfoodbank@gmail.com 
Please continue to donate either by placing items in the baskets at Budgens, 
Tesco or Boots in Midhurst or now in a recently-placed basket at The Larder, 
Lodsworth. 
There is also a collecting basket in the front garden of The Vicarage, June Lane. 
If you have food donations at home but cannot get out to deliver, I am happy to 
collect (sticking to safe distancing) - just contact me on 01730-814490 or 
sianwyn51@gmail.com 
The details for making a financial donation follow this article. 
Thanks go to everyone who is supporting the work of the Foodbank at this critical 
time. 

Sian 

 

How you can give to Midhurst Foodbank 
during the  
COVID 19 Crisis  
 

mailto:midhurstfoodbank@gmail.com
mailto:sianwyn51@gmail.com


Giving Food - Donations of food can be given at Tesco and Budgens in the 

baskets provided. There is also a collection basket in Boots for personal 

items. There is currently also a box located on the drive at the Vicarage on 
June Lane where you can drop donations. You can find a list of what is 
most needed on the website… 
https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/. You can donate 

food without leaving your home using Bankuet. They will buy and deliver 
the food directly to the warehouse in Chichester: 
https://www.bankuet.co.uk/chichester 
 
Giving Money - Financial donations are always appreciated. Midhurst 

Foodbank is one of the four foodbank centres that make up Chichester 
District Foodbank. As such, we share much in common, including employed 
staff, a central store and a bank account. Food is regularly supplied to 
Midhurst from the central store when Midhurst supplies are low. Your 
financial donation to Chichester District Foodbank will be used to feed 
people across the district and support the smooth running of the foodbank 
centrally. If you feel strongly that you would like your donation to be 
limited to use in supporting the work of the Midhurst centre, then you are 
able to do so. If you are a UK taxpayer, please make sure that you gift-aid 
your donation (allowing us to claim an additional 25% directly from the 

government at no cost to you). You can donate money in the following 
ways…  
• Charity Checkout – One-off or regular giving online, using your card. 
GiftAid option available. ‘Message’ option allows you to specify for 
Midhurst.  
https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/ and 
click on the charity checkout logo.  
• Bank Transfer – Sort code: 40-52-40 Account number:  00024991  
Account name: Chichester District Foodbank  

To Gift-Aid download and return the Gift-Aid form found at 
https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/104/2018/05/New-

Gift-Aid-Form.pdf To specify Midhurst put this in your reference at the point 

of transfer or email info@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk with the details of 

your transfer and your request. 
• Other ways – Details about giving as you shop, legacies and fundraising 
can be found at 
 https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/ 
 

Big or small, every gift you give helps transform 
lives. 
 

  

https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/104/2018/05/New-Gift-Aid-Form.pdf
https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/104/2018/05/New-Gift-Aid-Form.pdf
mailto:info@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk
https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/


    Church Meeting postponed 
 

The Church Meeting scheduled for 25th June has had to be postponed 
due to government and connexion instructions about the coronavirus. 
We hope it will now be held on Thursday 9th July at 7:30pm in the 
Church.  Please let me know if you have an objection to this - 
otherwise, I will imply that the change of date is approved by the 
members of the Church Meeting. 
 

Assuming the regulations will allow us to gather together by then, 
please have all reports with Claire by 28th June. Thank You. 

AG 
 
 
 

An Ode to Lockdown 
 

We’ve done all the dusting and finished the chores. 
We’ve sorted the ironing and counted what’s yours. 
And now, when an empty day stretches ahead, 
 what entertainment can we find instead? 
No paint in the cupboard so DIY’s out. 
I’ve done lots of cooking and Doug’s looking stout. 
Came up with a brainwave, end lockdown for sure, 
 it’s really surprising, hold onto your jaw! 
A slight change of image – do I hear a sigh? 
We’ve watched enough telly and NOW?? It’s HAIR DYE! 
Yes, yes we are serious; he’s good for a laugh 
And has never been known to do things by half. 
The main issue now is what colour to choose, 
And how to anaesthetise, there is no more to lose. 
Blue, yellow, green, pink, - it’s hard to decide. 
Coordinate? Clash? – a matter of pride. 
My part of the deal is to cut my own hair, 
It is a no brainer, I know. I don’t care. 
Because when we go out to do any tasks 
No-one will know us, ‘cos we’re all wearing masks!  GS 



GETTING  CLOSER  TO  NATURE 
 
One of the good things about lockdown has been that some people 
have been going out for a walk every day instead of driving 
everywhere and they have got to know more about the wildlife in their 
own neighbourhood.  Usually when Peter and I went walking we 
would drive to The Trundle, Kingley Vale or Petworth Park etc but now 
we are walking close to home.  It has been so fortunate that lockdown 
was in the spring rather than in the winter. 
Pitsham Lane is a road that we had never been down before because 
we thought it just went to a farm. It does pass through a farm but it is 
a public footpath. In April we saw a beautiful bank of primroses there 
which has since been taken over by a variety of flowers. At the New 
Pond we saw a cormorant one day and, on another occasion, a flock 
of guinea fowl! 
Walking through West Lavington we spotted a herd of thirty or more 
roe deer in a field near the Royal Oak. No wonder my friend over there 
has trouble with them eating her flowers. 
Peter has not been able to play golf but we can walk over the golf 
course for our daily walk. The bluebells have been absolutely 
wonderful this year. It must have been all that rain in the winter. 
One morning, back in March, it was still a bit dark as we approached 
the Ruins from the Causeway.  Just at that moment the sun came up 
behind the building and created the most amazing effect.  It was as if 
all the lights were on inside. Perhaps it looked like that when Queen 
Elizabeth 1 stayed there.             

AC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord, don't move any mountains that I 

face; just give me the strength to climb 

them. 



 

   South Pond 

 
This lovely spring encouraged the wildflowers to bloom down at South Pond 
with the bright yellow of the marsh marigolds to be seen everywhere as well as 
the lovely light green of the weeping willows and the water lilies slowly 
emerging in the pond. 

 
 

The pond had some different visitors too - the Egyptian Geese who nurtured 
their young very early bringing four to maturity.  The male can be a bit 
aggressive and there were fractious confrontations with the Canada Geese who 
think the Pond is theirs.  They also scared off some of the mallards but the 
moorhen continued to look after her three fluffy babies.    
One very frequent visitor is the grey heron who people have been heard to say 
must be a pretend one as he stands so still waiting for that unsuspecting fish 
but, as you can see in this photo, he enjoyed a good lunch even if fishing isn’t 
allowed!! 

            



  
South Pond Group volunteers work closely with the land owners, Chichester 
DC, who asked all their volunteer groups to stand down because of Covid19. 
Like any garden the pond needs ongoing care which the group cannot at 
present give but hopefully people visiting will enjoy the wild flowers, bees, 
other insects, birds and in the evening bats, that the pond attracts.    

BC 
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         Bible Month 2020  
 

Bible Month this year in June follows 4 sessions on the Book of 
Ruth.  The services for 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th June will concentrate on 
Ruth and there will be a session each week following for online Bible 
Study. 
 

These sessions will be 1 hour long on Tuesdays 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th 
June starting at 2.30pm via Zoom.  
 
David has already sent us the meeting code & password. If you have 
not received them and would like to be part of the Bible Study, please 
speak to one of the stewards.  
 



          

 
 

REFLECTION /  
BOOK REVIEW 

 
I’ve just finished reading DH Lawrence’s The Rainbow.  I didn’t read it 
because I was asked to review it; I didn’t read it because I reached that on 
a list of classic novels; I didn’t read it because I’d run out of other things to 
read (far from it); I didn’t even read it for the title which would have been 
very appropriate at the moment.  I read it because Herbert Muskett who 
appears in our family tree, though not a direct ancestor, was involved in the 
court case that had the book banned on publication in 1915 for obscenity.  
I wanted to know what all the fuss was about.  This was a long time before 
the 1960s fuss about Lady Chatterley’s Lover being published in paperback. 
 

By today’s standards, The Rainbow is far from obscene.  It traces three 
generations of the Brangwen family focussing on one or two individuals in 
each generation, their lives and loves.  Mostly the novel chronicles the 
dullness of their lives and work and the difficulties and contradictions of 
their love lives.  In many ways it could be described as a ‘tragedy’ in that 
individuals are usually in some way responsible for their own difficulties and 
disappointments. 
 

I found the style difficult to engage with and had to read several long 
sentences more than once to enter into the way in which DH Lawrence 
almost writes a ‘stream of consciousness’. 
 

I was quite frustrated by the way (spoiler alert) Ursula Brangwen, the final 
featured member of the family, perversely undermined her own happiness 
with only a few pages to go.  And then I read the last page.  Ursula’s life has 



fallen apart, all hope of the happiness for which she longed had evaporated; 
she walked, she fled from a herd of cows in the rain.  And then came the 
last page. 
 

“In everything she saw she grasped and groped to find the creation of the 
living God, instead of the old, hard barren form of bygone living.  Sometimes 
great terror possessed.  Sometimes she lost touch, she lost her feeling, she 
could only know the old horror of the husk which bound in her and all 
mankind.  They were all in prison, they were all going mad. 
 

“She saw the stiffened bodies of the colliers, which seemed already 
enclosed in a coffin, she saw their unchanging eyes, the eyes of those who 
are buried alive: she saw the hard cutting edges of the new houses which 
seemed to spread over the hillside in their insentient triumph, the triumph 
of horrible, amorphous angles and straight lines, the expression of 
corruption triumphant and unopposed, corruption so pure that it is hard 
and brittle: she saw the dun atmosphere over the blackened hills opposite, 
the dark blotches of houses slate roofed and amorphous, the old church-
tower standing up in hideous obsoleteness above raw new houses on the 
crest of the hill, the amorphous brittle, hard edged new houses advancing 
from Beldover to meet the corrupt new houses from Lethley, the houses of 
Lethley advancing to mix with the houses of Hainor, a dry, brittle, terrible 
corruption spreading over the face of the land, and she was sick with a 
nausea so deep that she perished as she sat.  And then, in the blowing 
clouds, she saw a band of faint iridescence colouring in faint colours a 
portion of the hill.  And forgetting, startled, she looked for the hovering 
colour and saw a rainbow forming itself.  In one place it gleamed fiercely, 
and, her heart anguished with hope, she sought the shadow of iris where 
the bow should be.  Steadily the colour gathered, mysteriously, from 
nowhere, it took presence upon itself, there was a faint, vast rainbow. The 
arc bended and strengthened itself till it arched indomitable, making great 
architecture of light and colour and the space of heaven, its pedestals 
luminous in the corruption of new houses on the low hill, its arch the top of 
heaven. 
“And the rainbow stood on the earth.  She knew that the sordid people who 
crept hard-scaled and separate on the face of the world’s corruption were 



living still, that the rainbow was arche in their blood and would quiver to 
life in their spirit, that they would cast off their horny covering of 
disintegration, that new, clean, naked bodies would issue to a new 
germination, to a new growth, rising to the light and the wind and the clean 
rain of heaven.  She saw in the rainbow the earth’s new architecture, the 
old, brittle corruption of houses and factories swept away, the world built 
up in a living fabric of Truth, fitting to the over-arching heaven.” 
 

The rainbow, as it was in the Genesis narrative of the Flood, as it has today, 
becomes the symbol of hope.  Hope not just for now or the immediate 
future but something eternal. 
 

DM May 2020  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
Latest Information from Sanctuary in Chichester 

 

SiC has appealed for support for an individual in need - a young Afghan man 
who has been receiving help from SiC, ever since it began, to gain asylum in 
the UK. In fact, he has been trying to gain asylum since he fled alone from 
Afghanistan when he was 12. He is now 22 and is the father of a 4-month-
old baby girl with his partner, who spent a large part of her life in care. 
He is still struggling to gain full asylum and to date has been granted the 
right to live in the UK under Article 8 of the Human Rights Convention which 
covers the right to family life. He is still having to fight the Home Office to 
get the Permit confirming this but in the meantime he and his partner have 
been allocated an unfurnished flat in Petworth. Until now he has been 
staying illicitly for much of the time with his partner and the baby in her 
room in a hostel.  The SiC Trustees have agreed to take on the cost of 
furnishing and equipping the flat, because the family is not being given any 
help with this from the government or local authorities. 
When SiC helped the first Syrian family moving into a flat, 3 years ago, it 
cost over £5,000. This present family can probably be equipped for less than 
this but they need some basics, like furniture, carpets, re-decoration, ‘white 
goods’ and things like a kettle, iron and other utensils. If you wish to donate 
to help this young family, please use the reference ‘Rom’ when giving, to 
enable the Treasurer to allocate your donation accordingly.  
SiC is also asking for Petworth and Midhurst residents to consider 
befriending them in the long-term. If you are interested, please be in touch 
with SiC. 
 
 
 

SiC contacts:  email:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com 

  website: https://sanctuaryinchichester.org 
Donations: Bank - Barclays - Account Name: SANCTUARY IN CHICHESTER 

  Sort Code: 20-20-62 - Account No: 13110397 Gift Aid can be applied to cash donations 
  Please make Cheques payable to “Sanctuary in Chichester “and send to: 
  Sanctuary in Chichester, PO Box 794, CHICHESTER, PO19 9UL 

  

mailto:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/
https://cityofsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/cofs-logo_hires_colour_whitebg.jpg


 

 

 
 

So, what happens on Midhurst Common during a 
coronavirus ‘lockdown’? 

 

As our COVID-19 lockdown continues there is plenty going on in and around 
Midhurst Common to keep those interested in maintaining the Common 
busy: 
The Heath Team cannot work as usual, so instead we are monitoring how 
the habitat evolves with only Nature’s management.  Regular photos are 
being taken to record this. 
Our regular volunteers, who keep particular Rights of Way from becoming 
overgrown and impassable, continue their work whilst having their daily 
exercise +/- dogs 
There has been some digging activity by young cyclists to create ramps for 
their cycle tracks. Some of this has involved damage to historic banks 
created around 200 years ago to form an enclosure for use of residents of 
the Pest Houses. This has also brought litter to the area and some damage 
to trees. Our committee is doing its best to consider ways of educating this 
group to reduce further damage and reduce risk to walkers by the cyclists, 
whilst not attempting a total ban as we recognise that this kind of recreation 
may have been going on for generations. 
I have been in contact with the South Downs National Park Authority 
Planning Officer with reference to the proposal by Metis Homes to erect 72 
dwellings, with associated access, parking and landscaping, on the site of 
the West Sussex County Council Depot and former brickworks, in Bepton 
Road, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9QX. Our concern is that with their plan 
of open access to the Common from the housing estate the Common will 
be altered by significantly increased human activity, making it less 



favourable for wildlife and the peace and tranquillity enjoyed by those who 
use it at present. 
Even in these days of restricted movement, for those able to enjoy their 
daily exercise by visiting the Common the views, especially from Sunset Hill, 
are as glorious as ever. 
Litter is increasing. Jean Hicks has been organising Litter Clearances twice a 
year for many years and it is noticeable that this has not been possible this 
Spring. It remains difficult to imagine how anyone who goes on the Common 
can show such disrespect of the area as to leave their debris behind – 
human activity cannot always be explained or understood. 
Our twice-yearly Newsletter for members of the Friends of Midhurst 
Common is just about to be published. 
 
If you are interested or concerned about any of the above topics please 
email me at friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk.  
Why not become a member? It costs £5/year, ie just under 10p/week. 
Membership allows you to be part of a group specifically interested in 
maintaining the Common and developing it as we think appropriate. Check 
out our website: 
www.friendsofmidhurst common.co.uk. 
 
Andrew Mitchell   
Chairman of the Friends of Midhurst Common 2020 – 21 
 

 
 

Garden Party Cancelled                        &     

 
Due to the social distancing requirements of the current COVID19 crisis 
Barbara and David have, regretfully, cancelled their Garden Party which was 
scheduled for 20th June. They hope that circumstances will allow us to enjoy 
their Garden and raise funds for the two charities next year. 
  

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk


 

  



Bible Word Search: APOSTLES / DISCIPLES 

 

B J N K F D E A Z T E T G D M 

Y A T O S K L M W H D H K D S 

M S R I O P S E X A I O F S K 

S P M T H Z H P H D E M T F B 

O O C A H T Y V X D E A N H W 

N N E T T O D J I A D S S E P 

S U R A R P L P R E E C U Y M 

S A M B I H H O X U B U H A G 

T O I R A C S I M S E L P T L 

T T N H S O Z F L E Z N U S B 

N L U M T P L I R I W A L A T 

H R J Q T T Z I A D P Q B X P 

N H O J G C A N D R E W R M W 

U M W J F J W M R R D J D W F 

H X Y S U S W L P K R O R E P 

 
SIMON Peter ANDREW James ZEBEDEE 

JOHN PHILIP BARTHOLOMEW 

THOMAS MATTHEW James ALPHAEUS 

THADDAEUS SIMON Judas ISCARIOT 

MATTHIAS PAUL  

 

Instructions: 

Find and circle the words shown in all capital letters. Words may be forward, 

backward, vertical, or diagonal within the puzzle. 

After Judas betrayed Christ, Matthias was chosen by the disciples to take his place. 

Saul (who changed his name to Paul) was chosen by Jesus. (Acts 9:3-6). The apostles 

are listed in Matthew 10:2-4. 

 

 

Source: Bible Book of Lists at SusanCAnthony.com 

© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 
You may copy & distribute this word search without restriction as long as this copyright notice remains in place. 



  

 

 
Social distancing permitting, 

 our annual  

Strawberry Tea 
will be in the Church garden on  

Saturday 1st August 

2.30-4.30pm 
 

In aid of Methodist Homes for The Aged 
 

 

 

We hope to see you there! 



     Fundraising News 
Your regular update on our charitable fundraising efforts 

 

We are still hamstrung by the regulations from government and connexion 
regarding social distancing, so we have been unable to hold our Spring Fair, 
or have our usual envelope collection during Easter for All We Can.  
Angela has postponed the coffee morning for Christian Aid from May until 
12th September, which is the same day as the Ride and Stride, so please put 
that date in your diaries. 
It’s a shame that Barbara and David have had to cancel their Garden Party 
(for Water Aid and Action for Children). Sian often hosts a coffee morning 
for Action for Children at this time of year, but the current conditions mean 
this too is not happening. 
All MADhurst events have been cancelled, so there will be no concert in the 
Church (for Church funds), no interval refreshments (for Sanctuary in 
Chichester) and no Chocolate Tombola (for Church Funds). 
So far, we have not cancelled the Strawberry Teas on 1st August (for MHA) 
but we’ll have to see how things are nearer the time 
The Autumn Fair (for Church funds) is scheduled for 7th November. The 
Fundraisers will meet soon to think about more events in the autumn. I’d 
would love to hear from you with any suggestions you may have. 
  

All the charities we support are in need of donations at this difficult time 
and their websites will have information on giving online. If you wish to 
support them but not electronically, I’m sure they would appreciate a 
cheque. 
 

Hoping to bring you better news in my next bulletin. 
           AG 
  



 

Diary Dates       

June         

         

Sun 7th 10am      Cancelled 

Sun 14th 10am      Cancelled 

Sun 21st 10am      Cancelled 

Thurs 25th  7.30pm Leadership Team Meeting  Alison 

Sun 28th 10am      Cancelled 

  Deadline for reports for Church Meeting  
         

 
Please note the services at home will continue 

    
throughout June   

         

July if regulations from government and connexion permit: 

         

Sun 5th 10.00am Holy Communion  Rev D Coote 

         

Thurs 9th  7.30pm Church Meeting  Church 

         

Sun 12th 10.00am Morning Service  Mr G Paffett 

         

Sun 19th 10.00am Morning Service  Rev L Huggett 

         

  Copydate for August/September Newsletter 

         

Sun 26th 10.00am Morning Service  Mrs F Jenkins 

         

Sat 1st 
August 

2.30-
4.30pm Strawberry Tea  Garden 

    In aid of MHA    

        

  



 
 

 

Midhurst Methodist Church 

North Street 
Midhurst 

GU29 9DU 
 

 01730 816206 
 

www.midhurstmethodist.com 

  www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist 

 

 
 

MINISTER: 

Rev David Muskett 
Tel: 01428 642921 

Email: david.muskett41@btinternet.com 
 

Minister’s day off – Friday 
 

 

 

Steward:               Alison Griffiths 
 
Church Treasurer:      Rodney Bond 
 
Hall Bookings:       Angela Clarke 
 
 

http://www.midhurstmethodist.com/
http://www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist
mailto:david.muskett41@btinternet.com

