
Sunday 19th July 2020  

Order of service  

Gathering hymn: StF 530 To be in your presence 

To be in your presence, to sit at your feet 

when your love surrounds me and makes me complete 
This is my desire, O Lord, 

this is my desire. 

This is my desire, O Lord, 

this is my desire. 

To rest in your presence, not rushing away, 

to cherish each moment, here I would stay 

This is my desire, O Lord…. 

     Noel Richards (b.1955) 

 

Call to worship  

The whole universe is a gift of God. 

Everything shared amongst us is a gift of God. 

We are the gifts of God to each other. 

We are all part of the procession of life. 

Let us celebrate and worship together.  

 

Hymn: StF 455 All my hope on God is founded (Verses 1-3 & 5) 

All my hope on God is founded, he does still my trust renew; 

me through change and chance he guideth, only good and only true. 

God unknown, he alone, calls my heart to be God's own. 

 

Pride of man and earthly glory, sword and crown, betray his trust; 

what with care and toil he buildeth, tower and temple, fall to dust, 

but God's power, hour by hour, is my temple and my tower. 

 

God's great goodness aye endureth, deep in wisdom, passing thought; 

splendour, light and life attend him, beauty springeth out of naught. 

Evermore from his store, new-born worlds rise and adore. 

 

Still from earth to God eternal, sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising for the gift of Christ, his Son. 

Christ doth call one and all: you that follow shall not fall. 

        Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 

Opening Prayers 

God who gave us the creation to play in, with rolling landscapes, with wonders of earth 

and sea and endless discoveries of beauty: we come to worship you. 



 

God who made us in infinite diversity, with all the vivid colours of our differences, 

all the magic of our unknowns to be explored and celebrated: we come to worship you. 

 

God who in your being carries the One who loved to feast with friends, 

who sat in silence on mountaintops alone, whose Spirit dances in all the earth: 

we come to worship you in Spirit and in truth. 

 

O God, if we have taken your gifts for granted and exploited them or used them 

beyond our due: forgive us. 

 

If we have chosen to live driven lives, refusing to stop to receive your peace and rest, 

rushing past the delights you planned for our healing: forgive us. 

 

If we have failed to receive with hospitality the strangers among us who are never 

strange to you: forgive us and open our hearts to your mercy and grace. 

 

Pause to offer own prayers……. 

 

The grace of God is infinite and free. We rise up and live with faith and hope. Amen. 

 

All Age Talk  

A recent survey identified that one of the best home comforts (along with things like a 

steaming mug of tea and sitting in front of an open fire) was the moment at night when 

you get into a bed that has freshly laundered sheets and pillowcases waiting for you. I 

wonder if that is one of your favourite home comforts? It’s definitely one of mine. 

Maybe you have others that you like or prefer? 

The thing about freshly laundered sheets and pillowcases is that they feel crisp but 

also cosy and they are lovely to wrap around you especially on cooler evenings. I 

remember as a child staying at my paternal grandparents’ house overnight and being 

tucked into a big double bed with my sister so that I was wrapped up tightly and snugly 

– a lovely feeling!  

The Psalm set for today, Psalm 139, is one of my favourites – so much so that it was 

read at my wedding to John and at the baptisms of both of our boys. It’s one of the 

longer Psalms (you may want to have a look at it during today) and in it the Psalmist 

gives us a picture of God as one who wraps us up tightly in his love and presence – we 

are reminded that God keeps us snug and holds us close. No matter who we are, what 

we have done or do, whatever our circumstances, God’s love is there for us – as close as 

any other home comfort. The next song we are going to sing is about that closeness 

that God wants in his relationship with us. In the apostle Paul’s writing in the New 

Testament he talks about how we can confidently address God as ‘Abba’ – which means 



Father, or maybe even more accurately than that it’s like calling God ‘daddy’. It is a 

term of real affection and emphasises for us how much God loves and cares for us.  

Hymn: StF 439 Abba Father 

Abba father, let me be yours and yours alone. 

May my will for ever be, yours and yours alone. 

 

Never let my heart grow cold, never let me go 

Abba Father, let me be yours and yours alone 

(Repeat) 

 

Bible Readings: Genesis 28:10-22 - Jacob’s Dream at Bethel  

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and 

stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 

place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed that there 

was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of 

God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I 

am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which 

you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14 and your offspring shall be like the 

dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the 

north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in 

your offspring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 

bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” 16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this 

place—and I did not know it!” 17 And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this 

place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his 

head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called that place 

Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, 

“If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to 

eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the 

LORD shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s 

house; and of all that you give me I will surely give one-tenth to you.” 

Matthew 13:24-30 The Parable of Weeds among the Wheat 

24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26 So when the plants 

came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the 

householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 



Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ 

The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, 

‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both 

of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 

Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat 

into my barn.’” 

Sermon 

If we ever needed convincing that weeds and wheat grow alongside one another in life 

then we need look no further than the story of Jacob as told from Genesis 25 onwards. 

Right from the start it is one of conflict and struggle. Up to the point of Jacob’s 

dream, one of our readings for today, we have accounts of how his parents favoured 

one of their children over the other – Isaac loved Esau (the eldest by a few moments) 

whilst Rebekah loved his younger twin brother Jacob. In separate incidents Jacob first 

convinces Esau to hand over his birthright and with his mother’s help he tricks his ailing 

father into giving him a blessing that was usually reserved for the eldest child who 

would inherit privilege, power and wealth. When Jacob realises that Esau wants to kill 

him because of his deception, his mother again comes to his aid by concocting a little 

story to get Jacob out of the picture and sent on his way to her brother Laban and his 

family. What a sorry tale it is and there is more to come beyond today!  

And yet, whilst we could certainly forgive God for regretting his decision to call 

Abraham and his descendants and starting again with another family, that isn’t what 

God does. God sticks with who he has made and called and works with them warts, 

weeds, wheat and all. And so today after all the tumultuous events of Jacob’s life so 

far God appears to Jacob and assures him he is with him. He repeats the covenant 

blessing which has come through his family. If the ladder represents something of the 

way in which Jacob has kept God at arms’ length through some of his actions, God 

doesn’t wait for Jacob to climb up it and find his way back of his own accord, rather 

God comes down the ladder and stands beside Jacob on the ground. God, despite 

everything, comes close. A little like we were thinking of in Psalm 139, this is a God who 

loves all who he has made and he longs to be with his people and his presence to be 

beside, behind and before us.  

God knows that ultimately he has sown good seed into the life of Abraham and his 

descendants and despite the presence of evildoing, the weeds that choke and stifle the 

good things of God, the thread of God’s will and purpose runs throughout the story and 

here in this dream, Jacob again returns to God’s side and acknowledges that God is with 

him.  

Throughout the whole Bible story we’re reminded of God keeping God’s promises 

through stories and other people’s experiences. We might take a look at Jacob’s story 

particularly and take heart. He, along with many others in the Genesis story are far 



from perfect people – some of their thoughts and deeds leave much to be desired and 

yet God continues to bless, forgive and renew them so that he can work his good 

purposes in them according to his good will. So it is with us – wheat and weeds in each 

one of us and in the world today – but God is still amongst it all reaping a harvest in our 

lives and in the lives of others. His Kingdom is at hand. May we have ears open to hear 

it, eyes open to see it and a heart willing to work for it wherever God places us and with 

whoever God puts in our path.   

Prayers of Intercession 

Let us be still for a moment, and call to mind all those who are in our thoughts and 

prayers – perhaps close to home, or further afield……  

 

Gracious God, come by your Spirit and sooth our aching, groaning souls…… 

  

Sooth us from illness and fear resulting from a virus that we weren't expecting…. 

 

God, come by your Spirit and prompt us to remember all those in need at this time 

naming those who we know and situations near and far that need our prayers…… 

 

God, help us to be more generous and loving to others. Grant us forgiveness and love in 

equal measure for we know that you are a God that offers life in all its fullness.  

May we be a bridge of that promise to others. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Hymn: STF 72 Father God, I wonder how I managed to exist  (sing through twice) 

Father God, I wonder how I managed to exist without the knowledge of Your 

parenthood and Your loving care. 

But now I am Your child, I am adopted in Your family and I can never be alone 

‘Cause Father God, You're there beside me. 

I will sing Your praises, I will sing Your praises, I will sing Your praises, forever more. 

I will sing Your praises, I will sing Your praises, I will sing Your praises, forever more. 

 

        Ian Smale (b.1949) 

Closing words 

With God to watch over us, Christ’s example to follow and the Spirit to inspire us, we 

step out into a world where our work and witness is crucial. We go in peace. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all, now and 

forevermore, Amen. 

 

 

 



StF 440 Amazing grace 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 

 

Was grace that taught my heart to fear and grace, my fears relieved, 

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares we have already come, 

‘tis grace that brought us safe thus far and grace will lead us home 

 

When we’ve been there a thousand years bright shining as the sun 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun. 

 

 


