
Sunday 26th July 2020 Order of service for Leprosy Sunday 

Our worship this week has been prepared by Chris Stratta, who works for the Leprosy 

Mission.  

 

Gathering hymn: StF 451 Open the eyes of my heart 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You, I want to see You 

 

To see You high and lifted up, shining' in the light of Your glory 

Pour out Your power and love, as we sing holy, holy, holy 

 

Paul Baloche 

 

Hymn: StF 175 Light of the World 

Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see 

beauty that made this heart adore you, hope of a life spent with you 

 

So, here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 

here I am to say that you're my God, you're altogether lovely 

altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days, so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above. 

Humbly you came to the earth you created, all for love's sake became poor 

So, here I am to worship… 

 

I'll never know how much it cost, to see my sin upon that cross 

I'll never know how much it cost, to see my sin upon that cross 

(repeat) 

So, here I am to worship…. 

Songwriter: Tim Hughes 

Opening Prayers 

God our Father, thank you that we can come before you in prayer because Jesus took our sin on 

himself at the cross. We come to you, turning from our sins and turning to you to find 

forgiveness and peace. 

For when we let fear and doubt consume our thoughts in challenging times, rather than being 

quick to pray, we are sorry: please forgive us and help us to change. 

For when we forget your faithfulness to your people throughout the ages and forget that you 

will always be trustworthy, we are sorry: please forgive us and help us to change. 

For when we live as though our ultimate hope is in human leaders rather than in you, we are 

sorry: please forgive us and help us to change. 

For when we forget to pray and act on behalf of those who are vulnerable and marginalised, 

whom you have made in your image, we are sorry: please forgive us and help us to change. 

For when we think, speak and act as though our eyes have not been opened to your Good News, 

we are sorry: please forgive us and help us to change. 

Father, thank you for sending your Son to die on the cross in our place so that we can be 

forgiven and look forward to eternal life with you. Amen. 

 



All Age Talk: What is leprosy?  

As you may know, Fareham and Stubbington Methodist Churches have faithfully been supporting 

the work of The Leprosy Mission for many years, bringing transformation and hope to many 

people with leprosy. Thank you so much! We don’t often hear much about leprosy in the news 

today because we haven’t had leprosy in the UK for 200 years, thanks to having access to 

drinking water and toilets. But in some of the poorest parts of the world it is a very different 

story. At The Leprosy Mission we are passionate about defeating leprosy and transforming the 

lives of people with this terrible disease. I wonder how much you already know about leprosy? 

We’re going to do a short quiz together to help us understand leprosy better.  

1) Every 2 minutes someone gets leprosy for the first time 

TRUE – sadly, this is true. In 2018, 208,000 people were newly diagnosed with leprosy and we 

estimate there are 10 million people living with leprosy worldwide. Many people with leprosy 

don’t come forward to receive treatment because there is so much fear of leprosy, so there are 

probably many ‘missing millions’ that we don’t know about. We go out to find people affected by 

leprosy to bring them treatment. 

2) Anyone can get leprosy 

FALSE - 95% of the world’s population are immune to the bacterium that causes leprosy. For 

those of us whose parents and grandparents have grown up with clean drinking water and proper 

toilets, it is not possible for us to catch leprosy because our bodies are strong. A very sad fact 

about leprosy is that it affects people in parts of the world where levels of hygiene and 

sanitation are low and where people’s immune systems are already weak. 

3) Leprosy is passed by touch 

FALSE – leprosy is not easy to catch. Many people fear leprosy because they wrongly believe 

that it is highly contagious. Leprosy is a bacterial infection. For a person to catch leprosy, they 

would need to repeatedly come into contact with droplets of the bacterium in the air. Sadly, 

there is a lot of stigma around leprosy because people are afraid of it and think it is highly 

contagious. People with leprosy are often forced to leave their homes and families, so we care 

for these people. We also work hard to educate people, to let them know that they do not need 

to fear leprosy. 

4) Leprosy causes people not to feel pain 

TRUE – leprosy affects the nerves and can leave people unable to feel pain. A person could be 

cooking and get burnt, but not realise it. These burns and other injuries, usually to hands and 

feet, can lead to permanent disabilities. We provide reconstructive surgery so that people can 

work again and look after their families, like Ram from Nepal in the picture on the first page. 

5) Leprosy is curable 

TRUE – since the 1980s we have had an effective cure for leprosy, which we call Multi Drug 

Therapy (MDT for short) because it contains 3 medicines. It works like antibiotics that people 

usually take for 6 months to a year depending on how much leprosy there is in their bodies. 

After taking the first dose, within just 2 days it is almost impossible to pass leprosy on to 

someone else. The MDT stops leprosy from getting worse but it can’t turn back the clock if 

people already have disabilities. That is why we need to care for people with leprosy, as well as 

helping them learn how to keep their wounds clean. We also help those with leprosy to stand up 

for their rights. 

So that you can see an example of the difference you’re making to people affected by leprosy, 

here’s the story of Ram; he lives in a rural part of Nepal and when he got leprosy, his family told 

him not to tell anyone but to keep his leprosy hidden. Sadly, by the time Ram was found and 

brought to the nearest Leprosy Mission hospital, his hands had become clawed and he was no 



longer able to work as a stonemason. Ram has now had reconstructive surgery on both of his 

hands and he has returned to work! Thank you for making this possible!  

 

Hymn: Stf 51 Great is thy faithfulness 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, as Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be: 

           Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

           Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

           all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 

          Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness, to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Thomas O Chisholm (1866-1960) 

Bible Readings: Psalm 146 Praise for God’s Help 

1 Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 

    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 

    on that very day their plans perish. 

5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

    whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and all that is in them; 

who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed; 

    who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8     the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the strangers; 

    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 

    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10 The LORD will reign forever, 

    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

 



John 9:24-33: 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 

sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did 

he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and 

you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 

from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 

listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he 

could do nothing.” 

Sermon: Hope (with a focus on life-changing eye surgery at TLMTI Chandkhuri Hospital) 

According to Google data, the Covid-19 pandemic has prompted a huge surge in interest 

in prayer. In March, as countries went into lockdown, there was a 50% increase in online 

searches for prayer compared to February. In fact, March had the highest number of searches 

for prayer ever recorded. Over 10,000 people have installed the Church of England’s ‘Time to 

Pray’ app since lockdown began. In March, there were 2 million downloads of the top English 

Bible app. Online searches for prayers even rose in countries usually regarded as some of the 

most secular in Europe. This probably comes as no surprise to you. At a time when so many are 

feeling fearful and helpless, we want to believe that there is a God who is the ultimate hope for 

the vulnerable. We have a sense that this God alone can give us this hope. Thankfully, this is the 

hope that we have read about in Psalm 146. 

This Psalm of praise reminds us that the all-powerful God who created heaven and earth 

and everything in them is the same LORD who is faithful to his people forever. He cares 

intimately about his people; he saved them from oppression in Egypt and he provided for all of 

their needs. Look at all the ways that the Psalmist describes the LORD’s active care for the 

needy: he executes justice, gives food, sets free, gives sight, lifts up, watches over, upholds. He 

is able to do all those things because he reigns, he is the eternal King. He is living today! His 

people can place their trust in Him because He is the ultimate hope for the vulnerable. 

Has there been a time during lockdown when you have felt unsafe? Perhaps you were out 

for a walk and someone else did not keep their distance from you. You may have been in a 

supermarket and someone came around the corner and nearly bumped into you. Perhaps you are 

working with people with Covid-19. Can you imagine living in a place where social distancing is 

impossible? Can you imagine not having clean water for handwashing? Sadly, this is the situation 

for many people affected by leprosy in India, who battle the fear of discrimination alongside 

the threat of Covid-19. Nowhere feels safe. For those affected by leprosy in India, the safest 

haven, free of discrimination, is often the nearest Leprosy Mission hospital, such as Purulia 

Hospital. 

Purulia Hospital has served people affected by leprosy since 1888. By 2017, the 

Outpatients Department, or OPD, at the hospital had been overwhelmed by the number of 

patients coming to receive medical help from West Bengal and neighbouring states. Around 300 

outpatients came to the hospital each day and we turned nobody away, but the situation had 

become unsustainable. Patients deserve the dignity of a one-on-one consultation with a doctor, 

but there was little privacy to make this possible. So we prayed for a new OPD. Because of you, 

a fantastic new building has now been constructed. 



For those affected by leprosy in the Chhattisgarh state, there is just one place for 

their needs: Chandkhuri Hospital. The Hospital’s work has been praised by the Indian 

Government. It has been asked to play a key role in the Covid-19 response and it has an isolation 

centre for patients. For 123 years, Chandkhuri Hospital has offered free, transformational 

treatment and surgery for leprosy patients. This is the experience of Laxmi, a 29-year old 

homemaker, a wife and mother to two daughters, Ormilla and Ambika, aged 9 and 18 months. 

When Laxmi noticed nodules on her skin she tried to get help from local doctors and private 

clinics, but the treatments she received were not able to control her symptoms. When she came 

to Chandkhuri Hospital she was told that she had leprosy. At hearing this, Laxmi felt terrified 

because she feared that her husband, Danesh, would leave her. She had seen this happen to 

women just like her.  

When people in her extended family and community discovered that she had leprosy, she 

sadly faced discrimination. When a neighbour saw her touching a shared pipe to draw water, 

they refused to take water from the same pipe. Can you imagine the rejection and shame she 

felt? Laxmi had the courage to attend her sister-in-law’s wedding, but while she was there she 

was beaten by a relative, just because she had leprosy. Thankfully, Laxmi’s husband did not leave 

her. Through these immense challenges, Laxmi has known the loving support of Danesh. She says 

“My husband loves me so much and stands with me against this disease”.  Laxmi has been 

admitted to Chandkhuri Hospital around 20 times in the past three years because of her leprosy 

and has spent more than a year of her life there altogether. However, she bears witness to the 

positive impact of Chandkhuri Hospital on her life, saying “I get better whenever I come”. 

Laxmi has got to know the medical team at Chandkhuri Hospital well and has been 

grateful that Ambika has been able to stay in hospital with her. She is committed to her 

daughters being educated and would love them to become doctors when they grow up. When 

Laxmi has recovered, she and Danesh want to open a shop to serve the daily needs of their 

community. Laxmi’s recovery has been possible because of your support of the amazing work of 

Chandkhuri Hospital. 

Recently, we received the worrying news that Chandkhuri Hospital was having to turn 

people away because the Operating Theatre was not fit for purpose. At the moment, our 

surgeons cannot perform the operations that are needed for the complications caused by 

leprosy. But because of you and others who share your compassion, the Hospital is now so close 

to being saved. Thanks to you, the hospital will get a new Operating Theatre and the local people 

are so excited about what this means for their community. But this is not the end of the story. 

There is now an urgent need for equipment for those who need life-changing eye surgery. 

Both in ancient Israel and in Jesus’ ministry, the blind were some of the most vulnerable 

members of society. Since the LORD has revealed himself as the God who acts on behalf of the 

helpless, it is no surprise that the Psalmist proclaims “the LORD gives sight to the blind”, or 

that the prophet Isaiah announced that the coming Messiah would “open eyes that are blind” 

(Isaiah 42:7). Bringing sight to the blind was one of the markers that Jesus was the Messiah. In 

John’s gospel, the man who has been given sight by Jesus says to the Pharisees, “Never since 

the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this 

man were not from God, he could do nothing”.  

The man knows that only the LORD has the power to work a miracle, to restore sight to 

the blind. He recognises that Jesus must be a prophet sent by God. When Jesus meets the man 

again and tells him that he is the Son of Man, a name for the Messiah, the man worships Jesus. 

The man’s physical eyes and his spiritual eyes have been opened, to understand who Jesus is. 

Only God could open blind eyes and the man understands that Jesus is God. Jesus repeatedly 

described the Pharisees as spiritually blind because they did not recognise that he is God. The 

Bible tells us that you and I who follow Jesus were once spiritually blind. We needed the Holy 

Spirit to open the eyes of our hearts to recognise that Jesus is God, fully God and fully man, 



the Word made flesh, sentenced to death for our sins and raised to justify us. Praise the LORD 

for the remarkable gift of knowing Christ! 

At The Leprosy Mission we are called to follow Jesus’ example as his hands and feet, 

bringing healing to those affected by leprosy, which includes restoring sight. Did you know that 

40% of people affected by leprosy would go blind without treatment? That is because leprosy 

affects the nerves and the nerves control the muscles. If you or I get something in our eye, we 

will blink until our eye waters and in most cases, the grit will leave the eye. Someone with 

leprosy may not feel grit in the eye because the nerves have stopped working and the ability to 

blink, a muscle movement, can become impossible. This can cause lasting damage to the eye, 

which is not able to keep itself moist. Tens of thousands of people in India with leprosy face the 

threat of blindness every year. 

Think of all that you rely on eyesight to do. For those of us who are short sighted, our 

glasses are the first thing we reach for in the morning. Through sight we keep ourselves safe, 

build memories and connect with the people we love. I imagine that there is nothing more 

terrifying as a parent than the thought of not being able to see your own children. That is the 

future Godwari could have faced. Godwari lives in a rural part of India where she cares for her 

three children. She did not know that she had leprosy until she developed an ulcer on her 

cornea. As her vision became worse, she struggled to take care of the family home. Her mind 

filled with questions: How will my children cope if I go blind? Will they need to look after me? 

Or will I be left begging on the roadside to survive? Thankfully, a relative told Godwari about 

Chandkhuri Hospital and she was able to receive treatment for her leprosy and for her cornea. 

We need this equipment for people like Godwari. Will you help save people just like her from 

blindness? 

You might be thinking “I’m just one person, what I can do?” But all of us can pray! Please 

join me in praying for people affected by leprosy. You can find resources on our website: 

https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/get-involved/pray/ . Please give as you are able. A gift of 

just £24 brings the cure for leprosy to someone like Godwari. We are calling on churches and 

individuals to partner together to bring this essential equipment to Chandkhuri Hospital. 

Perhaps you could partner with friends or as a housegroup. 3 gifts of £100 will provide vital eye 

examination equipment. 6 gifts of £200 will provide a specialist chair for eye examinations. 

Cataracts are the most common cause of blindness for people affected by leprosy. 35 gifts of 

£500 will provide a specialist machine for cataract surgery. To give, please use the Donate page 

on our website https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/ or call 01733 370505. Thank you so much for 

your incredible support in bringing hope to the vulnerable. 

Prayers of Intercession  

 Father, we praise you because you are our king who reigns forever in faithfulness. You 

are our almighty Creator and the one who sustains us in our weakness. We pray for our leaders, 

that they would make just and wise decisions. May they come to recognise that their authority 

comes from you and seek to govern in a way that reflects your character. 

 Father, thank you for Jesus who initiated the coming of your kingdom on earth. Thank 

you for his ministry and for his care for the needy. Thank you that Jesus showed us that you 

are the God who upholds the cause of the oppressed. Please help us as your instruments to live 

out the values of your kingdom as we care for the vulnerable in our communities and overseas. In 

a moment of silence, we lift in prayer those we know of who feel particularly vulnerable at this 

time. 

 Father, thank you for the gift of sight that enables us to connect with your world and 

those we love. Thank you that your work is never without your supply. We pray that Chandkhuri 

Hospital would receive the equipment that it desperately needs. We lift up people affected by 

leprosy in Chhattisgarh, that many would be able to come to Chandkhuri Hospital to receive 
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treatment and to have their sight restored. Father, in your kindness, please protect 

communities affected by leprosy from Covid-19. 

Father, we are sorry for when we are blind to our own shortcomings, for when we let our 

circumstances overwhelm us rather than placing our trust in you. Thank you that in your mercy, 

you opened the eyes of our hearts by your Spirit so that we can know Jesus. We pray that those 

whom we love and whom we serve would have their eyes opened to the hope of your good news. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

StF 470 Lord for the years 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, speaks to our hearts and sets our souls 

ablaze, 

teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise. 

 

Lord, for our land in this our generation, spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 

hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us, for the future take us: Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) 

Blessing  

 

I would love to hear from you! If you have any questions or 

feedback, please do get in touch: 

Chris Stratta 

South Central Regional Manager 

The Leprosy Mission England and Wales   

01733 516092 / 07940 729826 

ChrisS@TLMEW.org.uk 
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