
Week 21 – August 9th 2020 

Text: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid” 
Matthew 14:27b 

Information   
 
A reminder that these weekly Links finish at the end of August and 
we’ll be returning to a monthly Link. However, if you are unable to 
be at church after that please let us know if you’d like to continue to 
receive weekly worship materials.  
 
Please do send your stories of lockdown (as advertised in last 
week’s Link) to Ralph and Christine, or your centre reps. It would be 
wonderful to return to the monthly Link with a bumper edition full of 
reflections from a good number of people.  
  
This Sunday, August 9th there is a joint service at Copnor. Hopefully 
as many people as possible will be able to get there.  A Gathering 
for Worship, following the same service as Copnor will be held at 
Trinity at 10.30, for those unable to get to Copnor.   
 
A reminder that face coverings are mandatory from August 8th in 
places of worship. Please comply with this instruction, unless you 
have a medical exemption.   
 
August 23rd will be a special Sunday. In a busy service at Trinity 
Effie and Michael’s daughter Lyra will be baptised and our first 
post-lockdown communion will take place. Please join us if you can 
for this joyous celebration, not least to see how we can keep all of 
that to 40 mins or less!   
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Worship materials for Sunday August 9th   

Opening Prayer 

I come this day to worship You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Open my heart, to receive Your love, my soul to receive Your 

Spirit and my mind to know to Your truth. For your glory. Amen.  

 

Hymn: StF 51 Great is thy faithfulness 

 

Let us pray together 

God of grace, I praise You. I praise You for who You are: creator, 

faithful, rescuer, and holy. I praise that You even though I cannot 

be with others to worship You, I can feel that You are here in my 

heart. 

I praise You, for all the blessings You have given me. For family, 

for friends, for a relationship with You. Help me not to take You 

for granted. 

God of grace, as I worship You this morning, help me to be 

transformed by Your love, and in the power of Your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-33  

Time to Reflect 

I am sure we can all relate to Peter. Throughout the gospels we 

get a picture of someone who does not always think before he 

speaks, if we take Peter’s confession in Matthew 16:13-20 and 

think – did he rush his confession of faith or not? Only a few 

verses later Jesus rebukes him. 

And it is the same in this reading. Peter is singled out while the 

others stay in the boat. Jesus says to his disciples 

 ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid’ when he walks on the water 

to the disciples in the boat.  



Should this have been enough for Peter as it was for the others? 

No, Peter being Peter, wants to try and walk on the water. 

Perhaps, the message today, for us, is one of trust as we journey 

as disciples through these difficult times? Jesus says to us, as he 

said to Peter, “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid”. 

John’s comments: If you watched the video reflection last week 

you’ll know that the reading today is Matthew’s version of the 

same story from John’s gospel that I talked about then. I 

mentioned the work of the Mission to Seafarers in the talk, 

something which resonated with several of you. Perhaps that’s to 

be expected in a maritime city. It may also put us in mind of that 

great seafaring hymn ‘Eternal Father, strong to save’, the final 

verse of which could be an additional prayer this morning:  

 

O Trinity of love and power, 

shield all who sail in danger’s hour; 

from rock and tempest, fire and foe 

protect them wheresoe’er they go: 

and ever let there rise to thee 

glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

 

A time of prayer 

Almighty God, I come now to pray for Your world. Your world which 
is full of brokenness, injustice, and inequality. I bring before You the 
rulers of the world, local or national, and pray that  
           they would remember that all power comes from You. 
 
Almighty God, I pray for your church. I pray that during these times 
we would unite in worship and service. I pray for my local church, 



and its ministers/pastors, that they would be strengthened by Your 
Spirit. 
 
Almighty God, I pray for those known to me and name them before 
You. And, I pray for myself, that I would be transformed by Your 
Spirit, and live in the love which You have given me through Jesus.  
 
In the name of Jesus, I pray. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
A prayer of blessing 

As this time of worship ends, 

and I enter into the storms of life,  

and the uncertainties which may come, 

may I take heart that Jesus is present, 

and ever live for His holy name. 

And may the blessing of God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be with me, and those whom I cherish in my heart, now and 

always. 

Amen. 
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