
Video reflection   

Good morning everyone. Hope all is well with you?  

What follows this morning is essentially what I’ll be saying 

during the service at Copnor, so if you’re going to be there 

maybe stop now?!  

If you are carrying on the reading this morning is Romans 

10:5-15. Perhaps you’d like to pause and read that now.  

 

Do you ever have that feeling of being an outsider to a 

conversation?  The feeling you’ll know if you’ve ever tried 

learning a foreign language and you listen to a conversation 

and pick up snippets but you know that you are missing so 

much. Another example for me is when I watch University 

Challenge and a science question is asked.  I know English is 

being spoken and I recognise some of the words but that’s 

about as far as it goes!   

It can also appear a little like that when we dip into parts of 

Paul’s letters. They can be difficult to follow, particularly 

when we join the discussion half way through as here. It 

needs a bit of explanation before we can draw out the 

relevance for us.  

Paul has been writing about his own Jewish community. The 

chapter opens with Paul’s statement that it was his heart’s 

desire and prayer to God for the Israelites to be saved, and 

the section we’ve heard today is full of reference to the 

Hebrew scriptures to make his case to the people he so 



loves.  He quotes Leviticus 18 about righteousness coming 

from obedience to the law, and Deuteronomy 30 about God’s 

word being near – that’s all that obscure sounding bit about 

ascending to heaven or descending into the deep. With this 

context Paul appeals, not just to the Jews but to all. God’s 

word has come near to all in the shape of Jesus Christ. And 

righteousness; right relationship with God is through faith 

in him, no longer obedience to the law. And just as Moses 

said we don’t have to scale the heights or plumb the depths 

looking for God, he has come to us, in Christ. All that is 

needed has been done.   

So, then Paul continues with what are the markers of the 

faith, markers still as relevant to us today as Paul’s first 

readers. The first is this, to say Jesus is Lord. The word 

used for Lord is the same used for the Roman Emperor and 

often for God in the Greek translations of Hebrew 

scriptures. It’s heavy with the weight that Jesus, not any 

earthly power, has our allegiance because he is God and he 

demands “my soul, my life, my all”. It seems that those 

three words were the earliest and simplest Christian creed. 

That’s a difficult concept for us in an age when personal 

freedom and expression are seen as the ultimate in life. We 

have to live the statement “Jesus is Lord” and not just say 

it. We place ourselves under his authority and obedience to 

him. Written into the preamble of the modern marriage 

service there is that line “No-one should enter into this 

lightly or selfishly” nor should anyone utter the words 



“Jesus is Lord” lightly, it is a commitment to obedience and 

service.  

Secondly, Paul gives us the basis on which faith rests. The 

evidence for and the underpinning of that belief that 

“Jesus is Lord”. It is based on the belief that God raised 

Jesus from the dead. It’s still the touchstone for Christian 

faith. As Paul says in his first letter to the Corinthians “If 

Christ has not been raised your faith is futile”. Without the 

resurrection we’re left with a man 2,000 years ago who said 

and did some good stuff, but ours is a living faith, based on 

a living person, the Lord who reigns with God the Father, in 

whom we have fullness of life now and forever.  

Thirdly, in the Christian faith there is both belief and 

action. Paul says “For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 

and are saved”.  Belief is not real belief if it doesn’t show 

itself in words and deeds. For example, if I believe that 

climate change is a real and present threat to life on this 

planet but continued to fly here and there, drive the most 

polluting cars, refuse to reduce, reuse and recycle and 

never spoke about environmental issues it would make any 

belief I thought I had in climate change meaningless. Belief 

can never just remain in the heart, it leads to outward 

expression.     

Lastly, Paul in his dialogue with Jewish faith and tradition 

makes a startling claim that “everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved”. Not just the Jews but 

Gentiles too. Christ came to save all humanity and reconcile 



humanity to God. We are all sitting here today as 

beneficiaries of that inclusivity.   

And Paul leads on from that thought in the last section. 

Here’s a logical progression that challenges us today. How 

can people come to believe that “Jesus is Lord” if they have 

never truly heard about the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus, and what that means. And how can people hear 

without someone preaching to them (and here I take 

preaching in a much wider sense of Christian witness in both 

word and deed)?  

So, today can we say “Jesus is Lord”, believe that He was 

raised form the dead and lives today to give new life to all 

who will trust in him. And will we join in the mission that 

Jesus gives his church, the mission to both preach and be 

the good news; to be those people that Paul encourages us 

to be with another quote from Hebrew scripture, this time 

form the prophet Isaiah – “How beautiful are the feet of 

those who bring good news”?  Amen.      


