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SUNDAY SERVICES 

10.00am – MORNING WORSHIP 
 

For morning service with HOLY COMMUNION 
Please see Church Diary printed inside this Newsletter 

 

Requests for BAPTISMS and WEDDINGS should be 
made to the Minister 

  



 

The calling of 

 
MIDHURST METHODIST CHURCH 

 
is to 

love God 

and to 

love our neighbours 

 
* * * * * 

 
We are committed to: 

Spreading the good news of Jesus Christ 
As expressed in God’s word from the Bible 

The worship of God at the centre of our lives 

Demonstrating God’s love for everyone 

Helping people grow in the Christian faith 

Challenging injustices 

Blessing the local community 



From our Minister 
 

Go Peacefully 
 

Three months ago, a little late to the party, Marian and I discovered 
that Jonathan Veira was doing a two-hour concert “Live from the 
Steinway Room” on Sunday evenings, over Facebook. It’s become a 
much-appreciated oasis of calm and entertainment at the end of a 
Sunday and before the busy-ness of the working week. 
 

Jonathan plays and sings a wide variety of songs at the piano in the 
living room of his home in Guildford overseen by his wife, Sue (in the 
same room) and two technical assistants (in Cumbria). There is much 
exchange of chat between viewers and numbers are usually around 
300. 
 

There is a wide variety of music but each evening has a ‘structure’ to 
it.  Jonathan begins with Billy Joel’s ‘Piano Man’. In the middle of the 
programme there’s usually an interview or phone conversation with a 
friend or someone who works for a Christian charity. This is followed 
by Carol King’s ‘You’ve got a friend’. The chorus is particularly helpful 
if you read it through Christian eyes: 
 

‘You just call out my name 
And you know wherever I am 
I'll come running to see you again. 
Winter, spring, summer or fall 
All you have to do is call 
And I'll be there- 
You've got a friend’ 
 

It’s also worth reading the other way round through Christian eyes. 
Maybe it’s what Jesus’ followers can be saying to the communities 
around us. ‘All you have to do is call … I’ll be there, you’ve got a friend.’ 
 

Perhaps in these dark and troubled times it’s worth remembering the 
first line of a very traditional hymn: ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’. 
 



 
Jonathan ends his concert with two songs. The second is the Aaronic 
Blessing: ’the Lord bless you and keep you’ … But the one before is 
Paul Field’s ‘Go Peaceful’ – an encouragement to live in Jesus’ way 
through the coming week. 
 
 
 
‘Go peaceful 
In gentleness 
Through the violence of these 
days 
Give freely 
Show tenderness 
In all your ways 
 

Through darkness 
In troubled times 
Let holiness be your aim 
Seek wisdom 
Let faithfulness 
Burn like a flame 
 

God speed you 
God lead you 
And keep you wrapped around 
his heart 
May you be known by love 

Be righteous 
Speak truthfully 
In a world of greed and lies 
Show kindness 
See everyone 
Through heaven's eyes 
 

God hold you 
Enfold you 
And keep you wrapped around 
his heart 
May you be known by love 
 

God speed you 
God lead you 
And keep you wrapped around 
his heart 
 

May you be known by love 
May you be known by love.’ 

 
 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and 
give you peace.” 
 
David  
 



 

  All We Can 
 
 
We are continuing our partnership with a community in Ethiopia until 
August 2021 because Covid 19 has prevented us from learning more 
about them and hearing how our gifts have made a difference to their 
lives. It has been impossible to hold a Harvest Supper this year and 
hear from the speaker from All We Can but he has promised to send 
us updates as soon as possible. We hope these will be included in our 
Newsletter at a later date and displayed on the boards in the foyer. 
 
All We Can is working with two organisations in Ethiopia who are 
trying, in different ways, to help vulnerable, marginalised 
communities. Our community, the Cherkos people, is badly affected 
by climate change. They are unable to grow enough food to feed their 
families so are at the point of starvation. Families have to split up to 
try and find work in towns. Our financial support goes directly to help 
the community. It is used to provide training courses, tools and special 
seeds adapted to the soil and climate conditions. These seeds include 
a special ‘super spud’ which will grow in poor conditions and can be 
stored for a long time. 
 
Better crop yields are now being seen and the people have a healthier 
diet. If they can grow enough food to feed their families and have 
some left to sell, they will have an income. Self-help groups are being 
organised so that, together, water supplies and toilets can be built – 
vital to help save lives from Covid 19 which is present in the country.  
 
          JP 
 
 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/


Harvest Festival              

Harvest Supper – 3rd October: 
The Leadership Team had a hard decision to make but eventually 
concluded that the Harvest Supper, scheduled for 3rd October, would 
be difficult to arrange and inappropriate in the current circumstances. 
The speaker who was coming from All We Can had similar instructions 
and was forced to withdraw. The new Government directive, the so-
called “Rule of 6” would probably have precluded us gathering for the 
Harvest Supper, anyway.  Therefore, the Harvest Supper is cancelled.  
 

Harvest Festival Service – 4th October: 
All being well, the Harvest Festival service will happen as planned on 
4th October at 10am. Rev David Rice will be preaching and the service 
will include Holy Communion.  
As usual at our Harvest Festival services, there will an envelope 
collection for All We Can. This year we will again be supporting the 
Super Spud project in Ethiopia. Please be generous - AWC usually 
receives the excess of donations over the expenses of the Harvest 
Supper and of course that won't happen this year.  
Our donations of groceries will go to the Food Bank as usual – please 
bring packaged items, not perishables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It’s been lovely to have so many of you come to the Church for Sunday 
services since we reopened on 19th July. It had been a long time since 
we met for worship and the fellowship that that entails. We look 
forward to seeing everyone back with us very soon.  

https://martinhumanities.com/2018/01/14/welcome-back-january-birthdays/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


   Foodbank Update 
 
There are some new changes at the Midhurst Foodbank. 
As corona virus affects jobs and income, members of our community 
are asking for more help. We continue to be able to cope at the 
moment and no one is turned away. 
 
The Trussell Trust is now allowing volunteers over the age of 70 to be 
active again which is a big help to me as I organise the volunteers who 
collect the donations from the shops. At the beginning of lockdown 
we were down to one volunteer to collect - me!! Since then another 3 
new volunteers have been recruited, and with the over 70s back, we 
are now up to 9 collectors. 
 
The closure of Budgens has obviously been a concern as we collected 
a goodly amount of donations from there every week but as one door 
closes, another one opens and I am pleased to announce that M&S 
Simply Food, Easebourne now has a collection basket (just in front of 
the tills) which is already well-received. 
 
A big thank you to everyone at Midhurst Methodist who put items in 
our box in the foyer – please keep those donations coming. 
 
The food brought to our Harvest Festival on Sunday 4th October will 
be given to the Foodbank - so no perishable items, please.  
 
Please continue to support the work of the Foodbank with your 
prayers, your help as volunteers and your donations.  
 

Sincerely 
Sian  

Prayer Focus  



 
We usually celebrate Harvest Festival during the first week of October; 
this year however things could be rather different. While our 
celebrations will be different, we still have a harvest for which to thank 
God so let us give thanks for all whose job in any way involves the 
production of our food. However, we are warned that the yield of 
cereal this year could be down 40%, mainly because of adverse 
growing conditions. These poor conditions could well have been 
brought about by climate change, for which man is responsible. 
Unfortunately, in many parts of the world these changes have caused 
famine. Likewise, our oceans and waterways are becoming poisoned 
and unproductive. We, as stewards of this planet, have fallen short in 
our responsibilities. Pray that all in positions of authority may use their 
influence to restore our planet and that we too, by our lifestyle, may 
do our part. We must pray for a more just and equal distribution of 
food and water throughout the world so that hunger may be 
eliminated and that clean water be available to all. 
1st November is All Saint’s Day, when we remember all those who have 
worshipped down the years. Let us give thanks for those who have 
had an influence on our lives - ministers, Sunday School teachers, 
youth leaders and members of the congregation. Pray that we, also, 
may influence others by the way we live.  
On 11th November, we remember all who have lost their lives in 
conflict. Sadly, conflicts continue around the world today, resulting in 
loss of life for both the military and civilians alike. These conflicts also 
give rise to large numbers of homeless refugees, travelling around, 
seeking peaceful and settled conditions where they can live their lives. 
Pray that the leaders of all nations be moved to settle differences 
peacefully and honourably. May we also play our part by speaking out 
for the rights of refugees and do all we can to assist them in their 
plight. 
Many of us are anxious about the continuing Covid 19 situation. We 
give thanks for all those working with the sick, for those developing 
vaccines  
 



 fight the virus and for all involved in testing and tracing to control the 
spread. Pray for all the relatives and friends who were not able to visit 
their loved ones and pray especially for those who lost loved ones that 
they may be able to grieve and find comfort.  
Pray for young people of all ages, who have missed many months of 
learning, that they can continue their studies safely, and suffer no 
lasting ill effects.  
We remember those who have lost their livelihoods and are worried 
about the future. Pray that they should find employment and regain 
their self-worth 
Pray that, wherever possible, we are able to assist any known to us 
who are suffering at this time by remaining positive no matter how 
bleak things may appear. God is aware of our worries and will supply 
comfort if we just put our trust in Him. 
The season of Advent starts on 29th November and again the 
celebrations will be very different this year but the message remains 
the same. Pray that we can learn and appreciate the teaching available 
to us during Advent and that Christmas may have a deeper meaning 
for us.  
Finally pray for ourselves, our families and friends that we may remain 
safe and well during these difficult days.  
 
 

  CHRISTIAN AID 
 
This year we had to cancel the Christian Aid coffee morning in May. 
As Christian Aid made a special appeal because of the disaster in Beirut 
we decided to have a special envelope collection for them in church. 
The result (including Gift Aid) was an amazing £472.25. 
Many thanks to everybody who contributed.    

 AC 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7702/christian_aid_logo_red_eng.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stpeterandstandrew.btck.co.uk/SaintAndrewsBishopstone/Oursupportgoesto&h=700&w=1578&sz=258&tbnid=wDkZzy39ONjN0M:&tbnh=54&tbnw=122&zoom=1&usg=__cVPYABF5yJnOnD9lqPTN2KlVens=&docid=jUOCqc88vT986M&hl=en-GB&sa=X&ei=SCW6UfavOIS8Of_5gegF&ved=0CDkQ9QEwAg&dur=344


 

Digital Services 
 
As winter approaches with the possibility of a ‘second 
wave’ of Covid 19 the following information could be of 
use to many of us: 
 

Digital Sunday Service 
from 

East Solent and Downs 
Methodist Circuit 

at 

esanddcircuit.org.uk/video/ 
or 

YouTube/DDpGnBox31Q 
 

There will be a service available every Saturday evening,  
for the following day. 

 
This information is available on our website 
(www.midhurstmethodist.com) and Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist) and will be 
updated if/when required. 
 

 

http://www.midhurstmethodist.com/


 
Do you remember the verses in Romans chapter 12 verse 5-7?  
“though we are many we are one body in union with Christ and we are 
all joined to each other as different parts of one body. So we are to 
use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given 
us.” 
These verses resonated with me when talking to Olive recently. 
 

For the last ten years Olive has been the first point of contact for 
local/visiting preachers to our Church. She has contacted each one, 
two or three weeks before they were due to visit, with all the 
information they could possibly need. 
A small but necessary job carried out unfailingly, regardless of 
personal circumstances. 
 

Now, as she reluctantly decides the time has come to pass the baton, 
we say Thank You for a good job, willingly done. 
           JF 
 
 
 
 
 

      Church Meeting 
 
Due to the delays David has faced arranging his house move the next 
Church Meeting has been rescheduled for 22nd November at 11.15am, 
in the Church, after morning worship.  
Any reports for this meeting should be with Claire by 8th November, 
please.  

 



 
 
 
A big thank you from your Minister 
 
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone who 
responded so generously to the Donation Appeal for church funds. 
The sum of £2,670 was raised and this will be supplemented by a 
further £650 when tax is reclaimed on the Gift Aided donations. 
 
The objective of the Appeal was to bolster the church’s reserves to 
weather the loss of income caused by COVID19. The amount raised 
will now enable the church to meet its commitments in the 
forthcoming financial year even if there is no rental income. 
 
Once again, thank you for your generosity in these difficult times. 
 
DM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A place should belong to those who were born here 
Do not be stupid to think that 
The world can be looked at another way 
 
(Now read this from the bottom to the top) 
 
        Brian Bilston 

  
 



 

PACT Autumn Lecture  

‘Christian Mission in a 

Post-Covid World’ 
 

 

John Baxter-Brown 
Chief Executive of 

Global Connections 
 
 

With over 300 members, Global Connections 

is a growing network of UK missions. 
 
 

All welcome 
 
 

Gathering online from 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start 

Friday 9th October 2020 

via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86529015925 
Meeting ID: 865 2901 5925 [No password] 

 

Further info: Gerald Gresham Cooke 01798 342 151; Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86529015925
mailto:Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

from Andrew Mitchell-Chairman of the Friends of Midhurst Common 
(friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk) 
 

Our AGM scheduled for 1st Oct has had to be postponed due to COVID restrictions 
– we hope to hold it in March 2021.  
 
Our Heathland Management Team, under the leadership of Jean Hicks and 
Wendy Pegler, has now been out attending to the pine and birch which seem to 
have grown well over the summer. Please contact me if you wish to be part of 
this regular Work Party 
 
Some bird-life info: 
Greenfinch numbers are increasing, judging by the amount of song compared 
with recent years, around the edge of the Common. 
The reverse is true of the chaffinch – the RSPB is well aware of this. 
Quite rare:  a family of Spotted Flycatchers has been observed over a period of 
time on the Common this year. 
Nuthatches have been heard giving their ‘spring whistle’ song on the edge of 
Midhurst Common near to Carron Lane – unusual at this time of year. 
 
Some plant info: 
Smooth Hawk’s-beard/Crepes Capillaris can be found on Midhurst Common 
especially where quarrying has been carried out as it is an early colonist of open 
ground and thin grassland. It is from the dandelion tribe, within the sunflower 
family and is a native of Europe. It flowers right through to December. 
Common Spotted Orchids have been seen but not Bee Orchids 
Smooth Cat's Ear has been observed on the Common but has proven difficult to 
get a photo. Here are a couple I did get though: 

 
 
 

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk


 
 

 
 

 
The ling or common heather is looking very well at present with many Bumble 
and Solitary bees seen whilst we were pulling the conifers and cutting back the 
birch trees. 
Sphagnum capillipholium – the Red Bogmoss is growing well in the damp area in 
the middle of the Heathland.   This is an active peat growing area – doing its bit 
to lock away carbon. 
  

 

Evening Primrose Oil / Oenothera 
biennis is a native of Canada and 
USA. It is fertilised by night-flying 
moths and grows wild on 
Midhurst Common, having 
escaped from gardens. 

Evening Primrose Oil has many 
health benefits reported, 
included a cure for baldness. 
Taken orally rather than 
massaged into the affected area 
as far as I know. 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.
co.uk

 



 

  
Latest Information from Sanctuary in Chichester 

 
During the current COVID situation… 
“Our…volunteers are working hard to ensure the refugees and asylum 
seekers we support don’t feel abandoned or become more isolated 
now that we can’t visit or run drop-ins. We’re providing school work 
support for children, English lessons for everyone who needs them, 
social chats and mental health support, all via video calls. The children 
are having weekly group video calls, when they share with each other 
what they’ve been up to and things they’ve seen, made or written, 
and tablets were provided for the families who didn’t have any kind of 
computer. Volunteers are also supporting each other with regular calls 
and messages…” 
 
Sanctuary in Chichester categorises their work into 3 groups: 
 

 Pathways to Work 
Supporting refugees into work and careers: help with CVs, interview 
skills, work experience, converting qualifications and finding paid 
work. 
 

  Befriending 
A team of befrienders and specialist English tutors providing wrap-
around care for new arrivals, then supporting them until they become 
independent. 

  Nations United & Youth 

https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/our-projects/pathways-to-work/
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/our-projects/befriending/
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/our-projects/nations-united-football-youth/
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/our-projects/nations-united-football-youth/
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/our-projects/nations-united-football-youth/
https://cityofsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/cofs-logo_hires_colour_whitebg.jpg
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/our-projects/nations-united-football-youth/


As well as the successful ‘Nations United football team’, made up of 
young refugees and unaccompanied asylum-seeking children they are 
working on providing similar support and solidarity for non-footballing 
young people. 
 
In September our retiring collection for Sanctuary in Chichester raised 
£160 plus Gift Aid. Thank you. If you’d like to have a collecting jar at 
home, there is one in the vestry and others can be provided. 
 
 

SiC contacts: 
email:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com 

website: https://sanctuaryinchichester.org 
 

Donations: 
please make Cheques payable to “Sanctuary in Chichester” 
and send to: 
Sanctuary in Chichester, PO Box 794, CHICHESTER, PO19 9UL 

 
 

 

 
 

JIGSAW SWAPPING GROUP    
 
Would anybody be interested in joining a group, of up to six people, 
once a month to swap jigsaws? We would meet at a local café where 
they have plenty of room. Jigsaws would be kept at home for 3 days 
before they could be taken out of their bags. We would stick to the 
current protocol for Coronavirus. Please give me a ring if you are 
interested.  Angela Clarke (01730 810645) 
 

https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/2019/08/24/sussex-community-foundation-commits-to-3-years-funding-for-sic-football-project/
mailto:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com
https://sanctuaryinchichester.org/
http://www.pngall.com/jigsaw-puzzle-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 
 

? 
 

“Things today are a lot like they used to be back in 
the days when things were different from they are 
now” 
 
 
 
  

Pause  

Pause not to take stock of your life and your world,  

for such a view is like being trapped deep underground.  

Pause to let go, to put down, to look up, to take off and fly.  

Pause to let the Kingdom of Heaven become the vista that 

captures your eye.  

Pause to breathe in air, the air of God's own self, for in this 

timeless moment,  

there is time to breath,  

Pause and breathe, pause and breathe.  

 

 Paul Wardle, local preacher, Tiverton and Wellington Circuit 

 



Harvest Hymns Wordsearch 

 

C E R C K Q U V H Y H V L H J D Z 

Y F T S E V R A H F K X W X N W A 

P L U F K N A H T P T J N M V L A 

Z R C Y W U X P O D Y C O A H T B 

I E Y X C G T C H D Q O I X L U U 

G A D I U H R S P I W C T A T F U 

U P Y T N U O B S H T R A E I I P 

M I Z X F H O R G X A L E U K A L 

Z N G C G B Z B O U I L R S H S E 

O G J U F F J Y O T N Q C C I I N 

C R O T G S X P D S T G R A I N T 

C L C B I M L M G E U U O T M U I 

P C O H D U F Y I E X H K T H D F 

K O N G A D R V F D I H Y E E B U 

H W Z P A R V F T S B A A R F A L 

X F A Y R A D X S C X V P P J S D 

P A W K A U O K N Z F E T L U B O 

  

  Creation       Earths bounty       Fruit      Good gifts

       Grain       Harvest       Orchard       Plentiful      

 Plough       Reaping       Scatter       Seeds        

Thankful     

  



   Fundraising News 
Your regular update on our charitable fundraising efforts 

 

We were disappointed that Sian and Andrew’s coffee morning for 
Action for Children, due to be held outdoors on 21st August, had to be 
cancelled because the weather forecast was so bad. We would have 
had to be indoors and in the current circumstances that just was not 
feasible. It was the right decision – weather was stormy. Instead, we 
had a collection at the Church the following week and raised £235.   
Angela decided that due to the restrictions and a lack of helpers the 
Christian Aid coffee morning on 12th September could not go ahead, 
either. After the horrendous explosion in Beirut we had a retiring 
collection to support Christian Aid’s work in the aftermath. You 
donated £472 including Gift Aid. 
Our scheduled retiring collection for Sanctuary in Chichester went 
ahead as advertised on 6th September, and raised £160 + Gift Aid. 
Thank you so much for your generosity with these collections, some 
of which were at very short notice. 
We have already brought to your attention that we will have a retiring 
collection for Methodist Homes for the Aged on 25th October. 
There will be our usual envelope collection for All We Can at the 
Harvest Festival service on 4th October, once again supporting the 
Super Spud project in Ethiopia. 
We have changed the date for the Autumn Fair to 10th October in the 
hope that the earlier date will mean better weather. This will involve 
a lot of work by the volunteers in order to comply with the most recent 
regulations covering ‘indoor markets’ and ‘coffee shops’. It will be 
spread over the Sanctuary, the Hall and even the Garden to achieve 
the required distancing. We really hope we can see this through. 
Please come along and support the sale, and remember to bring you 
face coverings! 
          AG 

 



  
COVID regulations permitting,  

we will hold our 

AUTUMN 

FAIR 
in the Church and Hall 

on Saturday 
 

10th October 2020 

10am until NOON 
 

 

Entrance £1 to include a cup of coffee 

face coverings and distancing will apply, of course 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting the work of the Methodist Church in Midhurst 

stop press: CANCELLED 



 
 

Diary Dates        

  All dates are subject to COVID19 regulations  

         

October        

         

Sun 4th 10.00am Harvest Festival and Rev D Rice 

    Holy Communion   

Thurs 8th 7.30pm Leadership Meeting Mrs A Griffiths 

Fri 9th  2.00pm Set up sale  Church & Hall 

Sat 10th 
10.00am-
noon Autumn Fair  Church & Hall 

Sun 18th 10.00am Morning Service Mrs A Rice 

Sun 25th 10.00am Morning Service Mrs W Corney 
 
 
 
    
 
November        

         

Sun 1st 10.00am Holy Communion Rev L Judd 

Sun 8th 10.00am Morning Service Rev D Coote 

    Remembrance Sunday  

 Deadline for reports for Church Meeting   

Sun 15th 10.00am Morning Service Mr D Arnott 

Sun 22nd 10.00am Morning Service Rev D Muskett 



Sun 22nd 11.15am Church Meeting Mrs C West 

 Copydate for December/January Newsletter  

Sun 29th 10.00am Morning Service Mrs A Rice 

 
 

  



 

Midhurst Methodist Church 

North Street 
Midhurst 

GU29 9DU 
 

 01730 816206  
 

www.midhurstmethodist.com 

  www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist 

 

 
 

MINISTER: 

Rev David Muskett 
Tel: 01730 233436 

Email: david.muskett41@btinternet.com 
 

Minister’s day off – Friday 
 

 

 

Steward:               Alison Griffiths 
 
Church Treasurer:      Rodney Bond 
 
Hall Bookings:       Angela Clarke 
 

 

http://www.midhurstmethodist.com/
http://www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist
mailto:david.muskett41@btinternet.com

