
Newsletter from the….    
 

 

 

MIDHURST METHODIST 
CHURCH 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

December/January 2022 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

10.00am – MORNING WORSHIP 
 

For morning service with HOLY COMMUNION 
Please see Church Diary printed inside this Newsletter 

 

Requests for BAPTISMS and WEDDINGS should be 
made to the Minister 

  



 

The calling of 
 

MIDHURST METHODIST CHURCH 
 

is to 

love God 

and to 

love our neighbours 

 
* * * * * 

 
We are committed to: 

Spreading the good news of Jesus Christ 
As expressed in God’s word from the Bible 

The worship of God at the centre of our lives 

Demonstrating God’s love for everyone 

Helping people grow in the Christian faith 

Challenging injustices 

Blessing the local community 
 



from our minister… 
 

CHRISTMAS 2021 
 

Christmas Carols are songs that tell the story of the birth of Jesus.  
Usually, they add to the biblical narrative.  Some add detail through 
poetic licence: winter snow or the time of night or the animals that 
may (or may not) have shared a stable with the Holy Family.  Others 
add theology as a kind of musical and poetic commentary or 
interpretation of the biblical texts. 
 

Most echo some of what the Bible stories tell us.  All echo the 
purpose behind retelling the story of one baby’s birth 2000 years ago 
in a small Middle Eastern town.  That single event, unremarkable in 
many ways, is the most remembered birth in history because it spells 
out so much more than a single birth. 
 

The one word that sums up what Christmas is about is ‘hope’ 
 

Any baby can be a sign of hope; many hopes are attached to the 
birth of babies; but this baby carries the hopes of more than his 
parents and those of the next generation.  This baby signals that 
there is hope for the world, for humanity – even for us 2000 years 
later. 
 

That God became a human being in Palestine 2000 years ago means 
there is hope; there was hope then and there is hope now.  And that 
hope is echoed in the song of the angels which in turn is echoed in 
the songs of Christmas now.  Read again and think on the words of It 
Came Upon the Midnight Clear: 
 

   1  It came upon the midnight clear, 
  that glorious song of old, 
  from angels bending near the earth 
  to touch their harps of gold :  
  ‘Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
  from heaven's all-gracious King ! ' 
  The world in solemn stillness lay 
  to hear the angels sing. 



 

   
 2  Still through the cloven skies they come, 
  with peaceful wings unfurled ;  
  and still their heavenly music floats 
  o'er all the weary world ;  
  above its sad and lowly plains 
  they bend on hovering wing ;  
  and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
  the blessèd angels sing. 
 

   3  Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
  the world has suffered long ;  
  beneath the angel strain have rolled 
  two thousand years of wrong ;  
  and man, at war with man, hears not 
  the love-song which they bring. 
  O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
  and hear the angels sing !  
 

   4  For lo, the days are hastening on, 
  to prophets shown of old, 
  when with the ever-circling years 
  shall come the time foretold, 
  when the new heaven and earth shall own 
  the Prince of Peace their King, 
  and all the world repeat the song 
  which now the angels sing. 

Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810–1876) 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 205 

 

 
Wishing everyone a joyful Christmas and a Happy and Hope-filled 
New Year. 
 

David  
  



Christmas
 
28th November at 10am 
with Mrs Wendy Corney
 

Friday 10th December 
greenery is requested, to suit a colour scheme of white, silver and 
red. Please speak to the Flower Team for details
 

Saturday 11th December
 

12th December at 10am 
gifts on the tree will go to Sanctuary in Chichester
 

12th December at 12.30pm 
last time). Please put your name on the list on the noticeboard in the 
Church  
 

16th December at 11am approx 
 

19th December at 10am 
congregation 
 

19th December at 4pm 
Muskett 
 

25th December at 10am 
David Coote, with Nativity Tableau (see below)
 

26th December - no service in our Church; alternatives include the 
Christmas Digital Service on YouTube; the Christmas Service CD from 
the Methodist Church; ser
Havant; Zoom services from Drayton and Petersfield; services at our 
local Parish Churches. Ask the stewards for details.
 

2nd January at 10am - normal services resume, with Milly Aquilina
Gray 
 

5th January at 10.30am –
 

9th January at 10am – Covenant Service with Rev David Muskett

Christmas 2021 

at 10am – Advent Sunday service 
with Mrs Wendy Corney 

 – decorate the Church – 
greenery is requested, to suit a colour scheme of white, silver and 
red. Please speak to the Flower Team for details 

December at 9.30am – decorate the trees 

at 10am - Gift Service with Rev David Coote 
gifts on the tree will go to Sanctuary in Chichester 

at 12.30pm - Christmas Dinner – £23 pp (same as 
last time). Please put your name on the list on the noticeboard in the 

at 11am approx – Mischief Makers’ Christmas

at 10am – Sunday worship led by members of the 

at 4pm - Carols by candlelight with Rev David 

at 10am - Christmas Day celebration led by Rev 
David Coote, with Nativity Tableau (see below) 

no service in our Church; alternatives include the 
Christmas Digital Service on YouTube; the Christmas Service CD from 
the Methodist Church; services at Bordon, Hart Plain, Haslemere, 
Havant; Zoom services from Drayton and Petersfield; services at our 
local Parish Churches. Ask the stewards for details. 

normal services resume, with Milly Aquilina

– Café Church with an Epiphany theme

Covenant Service with Rev David Muskett

greenery is requested, to suit a colour scheme of white, silver and 

id Coote – cash 
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Church Christmas Card 
The West Family has designed different, and truly imaginative, 
Church Christmas Cards for us for many years. 
little different. They have designed tags for you to write your 
greeting on. These will be hung on the tree, and on Christmas Day 
you’ll be invited to take away one of the tags and hang it on your 
own tree, thereby taking the best wishes of the whole 
with you. Of course, you’ll still be able to make a donation to Action 
for Children in lieu of cards and postage.
 
 
 
 

Christmas Dinner 12th

All being well, we will be gathering to enjoy our 
traditional Christmas Dinner after the Gift 
12th December. As in the past the main course of turkey with all the 
trimmings will be provided by Alexandra. By tweaking the menu 
slightly, we have been able to keep the price to £23 per person 
same as last time (2 years ago). The list fo
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there. 
 
 
 
 

The West Family has designed different, and truly imaginative, 
the approach is a 

little different. They have designed tags for you to write your 
greeting on. These will be hung on the tree, and on Christmas Day 
you’ll be invited to take away one of the tags and hang it on your 

Church home 
with you. Of course, you’ll still be able to make a donation to Action 

December. As in the past the main course of turkey with all the 
trimmings will be provided by Alexandra. By tweaking the menu 
slightly, we have been able to keep the price to £23 per person – the 

r the caterers is already on 
the noticeboard in the Church. Please 
add your name if you are going to be 



As in previous years, a Christmas Service CD has been prepared by 
the Methodist Church. This is for anyone, but particularly 
are unable to get to Church over the festive period. Copies have 
been obtained and will be handed out. Please ask for additional 
copies for friends whom you feel would like one.
Christmas Day Celebration Service 

Midhurst Methodist will have a short 
informal 
Day starting at 10am.

The service will include, as it has done in 
former years, an all
forms as the familiar Christmas story is told.

Y
your place as a wise man or shepherd, as an angel or even an animal! 
Male and female wise ‘men’ or shepherds are welcome. No need to 
dress up; we have already a Mary, Joseph and a baby Jesus waiting in 
the wings! 

Rev David Coote who is leading the celebration will give a short 
‘thought for the day’. We will sing a carol or two, remember in 
prayer those in need. Youngsters of all ages can show 
present they have received.  The celebration will conclude with 
singing the well-known ‘Hark the herald angels sing, glory 
new-born King’ 

 

New Year Party 15
Keep the date free! Our New Year Party
15th January at 6pm. Includes a quiz.
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former years, an all-age nativity tableau that 
forms as the familiar Christmas story is told.

You are welcome to come prepared to take 
an or shepherd, as an angel or even an animal! 

female wise ‘men’ or shepherds are welcome. No need to 
we have already a Mary, Joseph and a baby Jesus waiting in 

Rev David Coote who is leading the celebration will give a short 
‘thought for the day’. We will sing a carol or two, remember in 
prayer those in need. Youngsters of all ages can show us a Christmas 
present they have received.  The celebration will conclude with 

known ‘Hark the herald angels sing, glory 

 
New Year Party 15th January 

Keep the date free! Our New Year Party will be on 
January at 6pm. Includes a quiz. 

As in previous years, a Christmas Service CD has been prepared by 
those who 

unable to get to Church over the festive period. Copies have 
been obtained and will be handed out. Please ask for additional 

Midhurst Methodist will have a short 
celebration service on Christmas 

The service will include, as it has done in 
age nativity tableau that 

forms as the familiar Christmas story is told. 

ou are welcome to come prepared to take 
an or shepherd, as an angel or even an animal! 

female wise ‘men’ or shepherds are welcome. No need to 
we have already a Mary, Joseph and a baby Jesus waiting in 

Rev David Coote who is leading the celebration will give a short 
‘thought for the day’. We will sing a carol or two, remember in 

a Christmas 
present they have received.  The celebration will conclude with 

known ‘Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the 



 
  

Your merry Christmas may depend on what others do for you; but 
your happy New Year will depend on what you do for others. 



At the Harvest Festival in October the envelope collection for 
All We Can, with Gift Aid included, came to £288.75.
The money will go to help a rural community in Zimbabwe 
take more steps to cope with COVID and climate 
HEFO, the All We Can local partner, is working with the 
community to ensure a supply of clean water for cooking, 
drinking and hand washing.   It is vital that the women and 
girls do not have too far to walk to obtain water. Bore holes 
are being cleaned out and sanitation improved; the 
importance of handwashing is being taught to prevent the 
spread of the virus. 
Climate change causes endless problems. The people rely on 
the crops they grow as their main source of food. If they can 
grow more than their family needs they can sell the excess in 
the market and so have an income to pay for education, 
medical needs, basic tools, clothes and household items. 
HEFO is showing people how to protect their land from 
flooding by building small walls and digging d
Similar ditches are used for irrigation in times of drought. 
They receive seeds for crops which are better suited to the 
changing climate and are more nutritious and also taught 
how to make compost to enrich the soil.
Some of the farmers
from HEFO are now being helped to diversify by learning how 
to look after and breed, animals such as chickens and goats.
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At the Harvest Festival in October the envelope collection for 
All We Can, with Gift Aid included, came to £288.75. 
The money will go to help a rural community in Zimbabwe 
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More can be learned about the work of the emergency fund 
in Zimbabwe by going to All We Can webs
www.allwecan.org.uk/what
Alternatively if anyone gives a regular donation by Direct 
Debit (forms are available in Church) they will be sent 
updates. 

 
The next envelope collection, in Church, for All We Can will 
be Harvest 2022. 
     
     
 
 
 

Our picture shows Graham
how the ingenious geometry works.

More can be learned about the work of the emergency fund 
in Zimbabwe by going to All We Can website – 
www.allwecan.org.uk/what-we-do . 

if anyone gives a regular donation by Direct 
Debit (forms are available in Church) they will be sent 

 
This year there is no printed catalogu
for ‘Extraordinary Gifts’ but they can 
be obtained on line – 
www.gifts.allwecan.org.uk.  
 

The next envelope collection, in Church, for All We Can will 

       
       

As a token of our 
appreciation of all the work 
Angela and Peter have put 
into looking after Hall 
bookings over many years 
and to mark their 
retirement, they were 
presented with a folding 
table at the first cafe 
Church on 1st September. 

Our picture shows Graham T, who made the table, showing them 
how the ingenious geometry works. 
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A GREENER VISION FOR MIDHURST 
 
 
There are plans in place to make the town greener and more vibrant 
with better provision for pedestrians and cyclists as well as improved 
planting and signage. 
This project, set up by the Midhurst Vision Partnership and headed 
by Phillipa Mc Cullough, has the support of Midhurst Town Council, 
West Sussex County Council, Chichester District Council and the 
South Downs National Park. 
In 2008 there were plans to improve various aspects of the town and 
the Market Square was repaved.  That was all then but now a design 
template for the town centre has been created and plans include 
planting, hard landscaping, signs and street furniture which will be 
attractive and cohesive throughout the town. 
The first phase will focus on creating a pedestrian - friendly route 
from the Grange Car Park to North Street. The shopping areas of 
Bepton Road (near Sainsbury's) and Grange Road will be included. 
Design work will be done in stages and will take time and further 
fund-raising will be needed to continue and complete the scheme. 
As part of the project some valuable work for wheelchair users and 
the disabled has been done by our own John Sumner who, with 
Nicky Harris, toured the town and plotted places that needed 
improvement. 
There is still much to do and some of the ideas emerging were from 
former projects eg the improvement of finger posts (direction signs) 
will, for the first time, include a finger pointing to Midhurst 
Methodist Church! 
 



     
COP26 and GREENWASHING

 

In our October/November newsletter I wrote 
about Runnymede and compared Greta Thunberg 
and Extinction rebellion with the Suffragettes 
saying that there would be some statues of her put 
up in the 

is a statue of her in Winchester now. You can Google it.
Ms Thunberg has been in the news recently because she travelled to 
the Cop 26 summit in Glasgow and strongly criticised world leaders, 
calling the conference a "Greenwash Festival".
Greenwashing is a word that has been used a lot recently and it is 
something which is a very serious hindrance to saving our planet 
from global warming. Greenwashing is where a company spends 
time and money advertising and marketin
as being environmentally friendly when they are not! In other words, 
greenwashing is the act of making false or misleading claims about 
the environmental benefits of a product or service.
This has now gone into the world of counc
want to take our attention away from their bad environmental 
behaviour, so they distract us with claims of planting thousands of 
trees or spending more on recycling plastic. These are good things to 
do but they are only a fraction
Why is there a new coal mine planned in England? Why is Australia 
mining a massive amount of coal when they are a country suffering 
so much from global warming? Why are people in Scotland still 
digging up peat for garden fertilise
dioxide? Why has our government lowered the tax on Domestic 
flights? 
Let's start making decisions to act now instead of continually 
procrastinating. An American President once said that the most 
important thing for a gover
now it is not! 
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as being environmentally friendly when they are not! In other words, 
greenwashing is the act of making false or misleading claims about 
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behaviour, so they distract us with claims of planting thousands of 
trees or spending more on recycling plastic. These are good things to 
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so much from global warming? Why are people in Scotland still 
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Let's start making decisions to act now instead of continually 
procrastinating. An American President once said that the most 
important thing for a government was “the economy stupid " but 
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Prayer Focus 
 
For this period, we have listed subjects for our prayers.  
 
Advent 
We are now in the season of Advent, when we prepare ourselves for 
the coming of God, as Christ, to live amongst us on earth. Pray that 
we find something new in the very familiar story, something that 
makes this season more meaningful to us. Pray that we live out the 
message of Peace on earth, Goodwill to all men.  
 
Climate Change 
Despite being made responsible for the stewardship of this planet, 
we have failed because of our greed and thoughtlessness. We have 
caused temperatures to rise resulting in the loss of polar ice caps, 
with resulting increased sea heights and subsequent flooding of low-
lying lands. We are also experiencing more violent and destructive 
storms, droughts, and wild fires. Unfortunately, most of the people 
affected by these changes are poor and have few resources to 
overcome such catastrophes. 
Pray that those in authority do everything possible to control climate 
change, that the richer countries give more financial support to those 
in need and that we, as individuals, do our part in looking after the 
earth and its inhabitants.  
 
Those in need 
Pray for all who are sick in mind or body, that they feel God’s healing 
touch. Pray for all who grieve, especially for those for whom this will 
be first year without a loved one, that they be comforted. Give 
thanks for all who tend the sick and bring comfort to those who are 
grieving, that they may be strengthened in their tasks  
Pray for the homeless, for those begging on our streets, sometimes 
to satisfy addictions, that they recover their worth and find their 
place in society.   



Pray for all who are unemployed and feel that they are worthless, 
that they find a situation that fulfils their need to be useful. 
 
Refugees 
Pray for all who have given up their homes, and often families, 
looking for safer and more satisfying lives, that they will be 
welcomed and accepted by the communities where they eventually 
settle.  Pray especially for those areas where there is open warfare, 
such as the Yemen, Syria and Afghanistan, that their leaders should 
come to a peace acceptable to all. 
 
Racism 
We read so much about racism these days, and we should be on our 
guard that it is not just taken as being normal. Remember 
discrimination is not only between people of different colour, but 
different nationality, religion, gender and political party. Pray that we 
have the courage to speak out against such behaviour should we 
encounter it.  
 
The Church and God’s People 
Pray for the Church worldwide, especially where there is 
persecution. Let us act as channels for God’s love to others and may  
we be recognised for our actions and good works. May our lives and 
actions be such that others too want to learn more of God and 
experience His Love.  
Finally pray for ourselves and our families, that we continue to grow 
in God’s love.                                                                                                                  
            
            
 DS 
 

  
 
 
  

If you don’t feel it is Christmas in your heart, 
you will never find it under a tree. 

 



What did you think? ... 
…when you heard the word ‘Leprosy?’ 
Did you, like me, remember reading about it – the Leper colonies, 
the begging, the bells to warn when they approached, the stigma of 
the very word Leper? But surely that doesn’t happen nowadays – 
there is, after all, a cure! 
There is indeed a cure and has been since 1981/2 but today millions 
of people are still affected by Leprosy, with many still to be 
diagnosed (it can take on average around five years for the 
symptoms to develop) and even when that happens it takes six to 
twelve months for the drugs to work. 
If I thought about it at all, I suppose regardless of the facts some part 
of me still assumed it was contagious but, like Covid it is spread by 
moisture droplets passed through the air. It is not hereditary and 
around 95% of people of the world are thought to be naturally 
immune. Education, as in so many other areas, together with clean 
water and good sanitation would help but there also needs to be the 
psychosocial support as one of the biggest barriers still to overcome 
is the stigma attached to the very word ‘Leper’. People affected by 
the disease are still being subjected to discrimination and are often 
rejected by their families, friends and community. 
The poorest communities in the world suffer most i.e., in 2020 51% 
of new cases diagnosed were in India       

The Leprosy Mission (then known as The 
Mission to Lepers) was founded in 1874 by 
Wellesley and Alice Bailey and their first 
hospital opened in Purulia, West Bengal in 
1888. That hospital is still one of the Leprosy 
Mission flagship centres today. 

After nearly 150 years the work started by Wellesley and Alice 
continues and ‘The Leprosy Mission’ is recognised across the world 
for their excellence in the fields of leprosy, neglected tropical 
diseases and disability. They pioneer surgical techniques and 
rehabilitation programmes that transform lives. 



I hope the visits of Chris Stratta (Harvest Supper) and Peter Nicholls 
(24th October) gave everyone food for thought. 
They certainly made me wonder if perhaps we are too comfortable 
/complacent in our giving to the charities we support. 
Do we need to open our eyes and minds and help in areas less well- 
publicised? 

JF 
 

 
Situations Vacant –  
do you feel called to either of these rôles? 
 

 
There were several changes in office-holders at the beginning of the 
new Methodist year and there are still a couple of positions for 
which we need volunteers: 
 

Data Protection Lead: Alison and Jean resigned as Data Protection 
Co-Leads at the end of August, though Alison is trying to get all the 
records up to date to hand on to the next person. This rôle is not 
difficult, though occasionally time-consuming, and would suit 
someone with a head for administration. Until an appointment is 
made we’ll have to report to the Circuit Office that, for now at least, 
we have no Data Protection Officer, which is not ideal. 
 
Overseas Missions and AWC Liaison:  Now is a good opportunity to 
say Thank You to Jean P, who after many years of enthusiastic and 
thorough work as our All We Can representative, must now step 
down. We are looking for someone to take on the rôle generally of 
Overseas Mission Rep and  liaison with All We Can, to keep us 
informed of the vital work that can be achieved through our support 
of All We Can. You probably won’t find a more rewarding job 
anywhere! 
 
Please speak to a steward if you think one of these positions might 
be for you.  



     

Mischief Makers
  
 
Starting back in September we wondered who would come to the 
group after the long COVID break but were pleasantly surprised to 
welcome many new mums and carers. We also welcomed back a few 
who had been before but now brought their new
the older child had gone to nursery or school. Nearly all were under 
two and after half term we had the pleasure of meeting two babies 
less than two of weeks old.
It felt like starting all over again with painting and craft getting down
to simple ideas for such little ones.  They have to be encouraged to 
try out the messy play and discover the feel of cornflour sloop, the 
noise of dried pasta and the fun of shaving cream etc; seeing the 
delight in little faces is something to treasure. 
There was hesitancy to go into the church when we celebrated 
harvest with music and song led by David and Gayle but they 
eventually joined in with great enthusiasm.
This new group is keeping us on our toes adapting what we do and 
use and despite the volunt
smiling difficult to express, we are trying hard to make sure they all 
feel welcome. 
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This mid-week group meets in the Church 
on the first and third Wednesdays in the 
month at 10.30am. Come along for cof
discussion, readings and prayers on 1
15th December.  
The New Year starts with gatherings on 5
and 19th January. 
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Latest Information from Sanctuary in Chichester 

 
SiC worked through the pandemic lockdowns with hundreds of hours 
of remote support from dedicated volunteers - children’s video calls, 
digital tech advice, food parcels, home schooling (most parents don’t 
speak enough English for this) etc. Social events and face-to-face 
support have been running again for a while. Now they are facing the 
latest challenge; welcoming new arrivals from Afghanistan – families 
on the emergency Afghan Relocation Scheme are being placed in the 
Chichester area. If you would like to help, you can volunteer your 
time or donate much-needed funds. There will be more information 
on their website soon.  

 

Do you know of the philanthropical initiative 12 Days of Giving?  
£1000 will be given to nominated charities every day from 6th to 21st 
December, a total of £120,00.  
By nominating Sanctuary in Chichester you are entering them for the 
chance to win £1,000 to help with the settlement of Afghan families. 
Please go to the website and nominate SiC! 
https://www.movementforgood.com/12days/ 
 

Our next event to support SiC will be the gifts on the tree for our Gift 
Service on 12th December. 
On 26th February Oaken Harmony will be holding a concert in our 
Church. As in the past we’ll be providing refreshments during the 
interval and asking for donations to SiC. 
 

SiC contacts: 
email:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com 
website: https://sanctuaryinchichester.org 

 
Donations: 
please make Cheques payable to “Sanctuary in Chichester” 
and send to: 
Sanctuary in Chichester, PO Box 794, CHICHESTER, PO19 9UL 



Winter storms on Midhurst Common recently caused a partial 
obstruction of one of the Public Footpaths when a tree fell. This was 
reported to Cowdray Estate; they responded quickly and made the 
area safe. 
A winter issue for dog walkers is fallen holly leaves which can get 
caught in their pads.   Frightening but easily rectified.
The Cowdray Estate is at present working in The Severals, felling 
mature conifers and removing some rhododendron 
be carried out over the next few months and will extend onto 
Midhurst Common. On the 
areas these trees will not be replaced as we are trying to maintain 
open areas of heathland habitat which is treeless.
The South Downs National Park Ranger
spent two days in October helping our own Heath Team to remove 
unwanted silver birch, conifers and rhododendron at the southern 
end of the heathland – 
us to keep up with. 
The weather can make the 
time of year. If you would like to help with this essential work 
volunteer days are the 
birch, pine and general areas of scrub. The team meets at 10am and 
works until around 1pm. Please contact me for details. 
We are always interested to know what you see as you walk over The 
Common so consider sending me photographs on anything you think 
might be of interest especially species of plants or animals not 
regularly spotted. 
Recently I have seen a brain or cauliflower fungus, Sparassis crispa; 
this one was about 15 inches in diameter and apparently they can 
grow to 24inches! Four 
many robins can be heard in the trees. Sparro
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and look out for a white-tailed, or sea eagle, flying overhead. Three 
pairs  
 
 
were released on the Isle of Wight in 2019 - 240 years after last 
recorded in the UK - and should be easy to spot as they are the 
largest bird of prey we have.   A ginger-haired pig has been reported 
on the periphery of the Common - maybe an escaper or are we 
getting wild boar coming in from other areas of the UK? 
Try to go for a walk on Midhurst Common and admire the view from 
Sunset Hill over the South Downs during the Christmas break. 
Take a look at our website for more information in our Autumn 
Newsletter. 
For any matters to do with Midhurst Common, please contact as 
below: 

Andrew Mitchell – Chairman   
website:  www.friendsofmihurstcommon.co.uk  
email:  friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church meeting 
Dates for your Diary… 
 
 
-  Extra-ordinary Church Meeting Sunday 11th February 2022 at 
11.30am to discuss the Conference resolution on relationships. 

-  Annual Church Meeting Sunday 6th March at 11.30am 

-  Church Meeting Thursday 7th July at 7.30pm 



 

      Fundraising News 
Your regular update on our charitable 

fundraising efforts 

At our Harvest Supper on 2nd October Chris Stratta from the Leprosy 
Mission spoke to us about their work and the excess of donations 
over costs from the Supper - £175 - went to The Leprosy Mission. 
£146 was also raised from Gift Aided donations. Envelopes were 
available a couple of weeks later when our preacher was Peter 
Nicholls also from the Leprosy Mission. 

The annual Harvest envelope appeal for All We Can raised £240 + 
Gift Aid. 

We provided refreshments before a memorial service in November 
and received a donation of £50 for Church funds. 

The Autumn Sale and Coffee on 20th November was well-supported 
and felt like the events we enjoyed before the pandemic. We had 
quite a crowd which was lovely to see. On the day we raised £797 
and we hope to have exceeded £800 when the final result is known. 
Thank you to all who supported this event and all the helpers 
beforehand, at the time and afterwards. 

As usual we will have plenty of opportunities to support charities 
over the Christmas season: 

. At the Gift Service on 12th December gifts of cash hung on the tree 
will go to Sanctuary in Chichester for their work with refugees. 

. As last year there will be greeting cards for you to complete and 
hang on the tree. Donations in lieu of postage and cards will go to 
Action for Children. 

. The retiring collection at the Carol Service on 17th December at 4pm 
will be for Stonepillow, who work with the homeless. 



. There will be a collection at our Christmas Day service, for Action 
for Children. 

 

We are planning a Giant Bric-a-Brac and Book Sale on 19th February. 

The vocal quartet, Oaken Harmony, will be performing in the Church 
on 26th February and we will provide interval refreshments, asking 
for donations to Sanctuary in Chichester. 

Thank you for your support of our charitable fundraising throughout 
the past year. 

          AG 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 OUR 
NEXT PROJECT! 

 
 
The Leadership Team has been putting together a leaflet to promote 
our church.  It will have a colour photo of our church on the front 
cover and on the back there will be another featuring the new finger 
post near North Street car park pointing to the Methodist Church. 
 

Inside will be a warm greeting plus information about our services 
and all the things we do. 
The idea is to connect with our neighbours in Midhurst and tell them 
about the benefits of coming along to our church. 
We aim to deliver one to every house in Midhurst which may take a 
few months! 



There are 80 roads in Midhurst - some have less than ten houses and 
some have as many as a hundred and twenty.  
 

If you are able to deliver leaflets in specific roads on the list please 
let Angela know on 01730 810645. 

  

Advent Hymns 
S O U G C R S D L R O W E H T F O T H G I L A C 
A H Z E D A K L O N G E X P E C T E D J E S U S 
V X N W W E P K B R R T K S V Z Y D A F J L Z G 
I T K L E Y U T T A C P R U V J F D Y R I B Z J 
O K Y P S K N R I H R U W U N A Q A R R I I D W 
U U U P M N Y U N V X H Y C E K Z R R R G N J X 
R R X D E X L Q V C E D C S V U R I A B U F B E 
P K A K R E R A Y N L I M K I V F S T J V T F H 
R I N S L L E N H S R C S H A N I L T W Q W L T 
O Y A L I G O E Y L O P F R Q I H L O V I T R T 
M N A P W H C X V M C G Q T A K H E N L U R Q C 
I C D T Q O Z X E A X N I Q B E N B O Y K Y O K 
S U T U M O N I W D E Q Y A D G L G D U H M A B 
E Z Z E S E M V L V Y Z F O U E U N P I I B U S 
D U S H S M M Z E E L C D D M T E I S N E O D Z 
L J D F A T H S A N C O O M Q Y R R G F I X O R 
O R C N K O M X Z T Q D R W Y G J L L A H Q W N 
N P U P T D L D H C E Z V D A J I P B E P B Z L 
G E W M N Q O S F A D K M D I G U W C C N C A O 
L V A O M U I F G N C F V W H S E J G G Y E L P 
B O E K U X Q A V D E H D T I D N D B K Q B C Y 
H O L Y C H I L D L S V F H Y Q H I F E C E G S 
G W W P X F X S N E X U D N Z H C J G O H W A W 
K J P Y V G W M S S G Z N D E Z I E Q H N Y M F 

    

Advent Candles       Alleluia       Captive Israel        



Come Immanuel       Coming Light    
   Do Not Tarry       Holy Child    

   Light of the World       
 Long-Expected Jesus       Lord Is Nigh        
Ring Bells       Saviour Promised Long        

When He Comes     
  



Diary Dates 
       December 
 Wed  1st 10.30am Café Church 

 
Church 

Thur  2nd 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall 
Sun    5th 10.00am Holy Communion Rev D Muskett 
Thur  9th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall 

  
 7.30pm Leadership Mtg Zoom 

 Fri   10th  tba 
 

Flowers in the Church Mrs B Coote 
Sat   11th  9.30am Decorate Xmas Trees Church 
Sun  12th 10-11.30am Christmas Gift Service Rev D Coote 

  
12.30pm Christmas Lunch Church Hall 

Wed 15th 10.30am Café Church 
 

Church 
Thur  16th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall 
Sun   19th 10.00am Morning Service local arrangmt 

  
  4.00pm Carols by Candlelight Rev D Muskett 

Sat   25th 10.00am Christmas Day Service Rev D Coote 
Sun  26th 10.00am No Service 

   January 
 Sun   2nd 10.00am Morning Service Mrs. M A-Gray 

Wed  5th 10.30am Café Church 
 

Church 
Sun   9th 10.00am Holy Communion/ 

  Covenant Service Rev D Muskett 
Thurs 13th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall 
Sat    15th 6.00pm New Year Party Church Hall 
Sun   16th 10.00am Morning Service Rev Les Judd 
Wed  19th 10.30am Café Church 

 
Church 

Thur  20th 10-11.30am Mischief Makers Church Hall 
Fri     21st 10.00am Fund Raising Mtg 76 Room 
Sun  23rd 10.00am Morning Service local arrangmt 

Copydate for February/March Newsletter 
 Sun  30th 10.00am Morning Service Rev D Rice 

Sun  6th  Feb 11.30am Extra-ordinary Church 
 

    
Meeting 

 
Church 



 
 

 

 

Midhurst Methodist Church 

North Street 
Midhurst 

GU29 9DU 
 

 01730 816206 
 

www.midhurstmethodist.com 

 www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist 
email: midhurstmethodisttech@gmail.com 

 

 
 

MINISTER: 
Rev David Muskett 
Tel: 01730 233436 

Email: superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk 
Minister’s day off – Friday 

 
 

 

Steward:               Alison Griffiths 
 
Church Treasurer:      Pauline Dey 
 
Hall Bookings:       Di Ponting 
 
 


