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                                                                                                                                       EASTSOLENT & DOWNS METHODIST CIRCUIT 
DIGITAL CHURCH 

Service for week beginning Sunday 17 March 2024 
Prepared by David Arnott 

Digital Church Services can be found on YouTube by searching ‘ES&D’ 

A Time of Reflection for the week of the 5th Sunday in Lent 
 Introduction 

The story has been told of a young clergyman who climbed into the pulpit of an English church one Sunday 
morning - and he spotted a brass plaque attached to the wood. I do not know if the text on the plaque caused him 
to amend his sermon, but the engraved text should make every minister carefully consider their sermon in the light 
of those words, and also, all Christians to consider their words and actions as we go about this world . . .The words 
are from our Gospel reading “Sir, we would see Jesus.”   

Our prayer - is that through the hymns, prayers and reflection on our Bible reading – we will see Jesus.  
Welcome to Digital Church!  

Opening graphic sequence - Welcome 

Thank you for joining us. 
We hope you will find this time helpful. 
If you would like to contact us about anything you hear in this programme or have a specific prayer request, please 
email Stephen - the minister for Digital Church. His email address is on the screen now and will also be on the 
closing credits. 

Our first hymn is the wonderful hymn - Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, you are one with us . . . 

Hymn – Lord Jesus Christ 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 you have come to us, 
 you are one with us, 
 Mary's Son; 
 cleansing our souls from all their sin, 
 pouring your love and goodness in; 
 Jesus, our love for you we sing, 
 living Lord. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 now and every day, 
 teach us how to pray, 
 Son of God. 
 You have commanded us to do 
 this, in remembrance, Lord, of you; 
 into our lives your power breaks through, 
 living Lord. 

3 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 you have come to us, 
 born as one of us, 
 Mary's Son; 
 led out to die on Calvary, 
 risen from death to set us free; 
 living Lord Jesus, help us see 
 you are Lord. 

4 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 we would come to you, 
 live our lives for you, 
 Son of God. 
 All your commands we know are true; 
 your many gifts will make us new; 
 into our lives your power breaks through, 
 living Lord. 

TITLE: Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us  
BY: Patrick Appleford (b. 1925) 
COPYRIGHT INFORMATION: Words and Music: © Josef Weinberger Ltd  
PERFORMED BY: Wells Cathedral Choir (via Chet Valley Churches YouTube Channel) 
WORDS REPRODUCED FROM: Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, #564 
ES&D LICENCES: CCLI License: #637329    CCLI Streaming License: #148375 

Gospel Reading – Jesus talks about his death – John 12 v20-33 

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. They said, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; 
Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves 
their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me. 
Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason  
I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard 
it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 
Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of 
this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  
He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.  
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Reflection Pt. 1 of 2 

On Palm Sunday the Bible readings will be Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a donkey. Our reading follows on from 
that triumphal event. An event that clearly made an impression on some of the Pharisees. John the Gospel writer, 
quotes them saying,  
“See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!” [12 v19] 

In their panic the Pharisees were exaggerating about the “whole world” - but we should remember that at this 
time of the approaching Passover feast there would have been many in Jerusalem from all parts – near and far! 
and in the 1st verse of our reading we hear that some Greeks – foreigners – “…would like to see Jesus.” [12 v21] 

These Greeks may have been converts to the Jewish faith, as many Greek-speaking Jews would go to the festivals 
in Jerusalem from all over the Mediterranean area. [See Hellenists Jews Acts 6 v1]. Or they may have been visiting 
to enquire about the Jewish faith. Or they may just have been visitors. Non-Jews would have been allowed into the 
Court of the Gentiles. 

These Greeks may have approached Philip because, although he was a Jew, he had a Greek name, being from 
Bethsaida near the territory inhabited by many Gentiles, including Greeks. Between them, Andrew and Philip 
brought the visiting Greeks to Jesus - something we are all called to do! 

We do not know if Jesus had a conversation later with these enquirers, however we are told that Jesus addresses 
those around Him and we should note that this is a turning-point - as Jesus is now saying - “the hour has come for 
the Son of man to be glorified.” [12 v23]  

The whole gospel narrative has been leading towards this. After Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, Judaea, Samaria and 
Jerusalem, now 'the world' is seeking Him. Jesus had told His mother and the Samaritan woman that His 'hour is 
not yet' but 'coming'. [2 v4; 4 v21-3] and Jesus has often evaded capture because 'his hour had not yet come'. [7 
v30, 8 v20]. But now we read “…the hour has come…! 

In verse 32 Jesus declares “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” . . . and Gospel 
writer adds, He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

Jesus’ sacrifice alone would open-up the kingdom of heaven to all believers, Greeks as well as Jews. If the Greeks 
want to see Jesus, if they want to benefit fully from what He has been sent into the world to do, Jesus must 
continue on and complete the work the Father has given Him. 

Only by His death – and resurrection – will the non-Jewish world come to gain the truest and deepest access to 
God – through Jesus. 
Tom Wright writes: They wouldn’t just ‘see’ him, as they’d asked; they would ‘come to’ him, in the sense of being 
drawn by the powerful love of God, drawn into fellowship and new life.  
[Tom Wright (Biblical Commentator) John for Everyone (P2) John 12 v20-26] 

Yes, Jesus’ sacrifice alone would open the kingdom of heaven to all believers - Greeks as well as Jews – the “whole 
world.” It would bring within the new Israel all children of God - at present scattered throughout the world - and 
enable them all to hear and share God’s offer of redemption. 

To help the people’s understanding, Jesus uses  familiar images of sowing and harvesting, “…Very truly I tell you, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed; but if it dies, it produces many 
seeds.” 

As I looked out into the garden, I can begin to see the signs of spring - we have a visual reminder of Jesus’ words. 
What happens in the natural world, is also true in the . . . spiritual - that life comes through death. It is a simple 
truth that a grain of wheat must fall into earth and be buried; its external husk must be broken open - for the life 
within to come out. What a beautiful picture of the necessary sacrifice of Jesus. Unless the wheat kernel is buried 
in the soil, it will not become a living plant producing many more seeds. 

Jesus died - and His power over death - His resurrection - proves He has eternal life. The wheat grain falls into the 
ground - that it may produce fruit. Eternal life for the many comes through the sacrifice of the One. [12 v24] 

The Greek foreigners are asking to see Him, functions as a sign, like the leaf in spring, 
that shows where we are in God’s planned timetable. Now, there will be no holding back. “The hour has come…” 

It will be a triumph! - the triumph of God’s self-giving love, on behalf of the whole world, the world - represented 
by these enquiring Greeks. 

(On video = Song/music – Before the throne of God) 

Reflection Pt. 2 of 2 

Not long after the Greeks enquiring after Jesus - uniquely - will stand alone against the power of sin and death - so 
that rest of us - will not have to. 

However, He is also on pioneering a path along which His followers must go after Him. If they – the followers – Jew 
or Gentile – really want to see Him, to get to know Him and understand what He is about – they must follow Him 
closely.  

Yes, we have an example to follow - Jesus Christ is that example. By looking to Jesus, a life of service to Him is 
made possible;  and that life of service - constitutes ‘dying in order to live.’ 
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See Luke 9 v23-25 (Jesus said] “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save 
it….”  

The follower who - here and now - lives in Jesus is being prepared to live with Christ forever - in that higher sphere  
to which Jesus passed after His death.  

Now, I don’t know about you, but I sometimes find it difficult to correlate the human nature of Jesus – with His 
Godly nature. For example – in the account the calming of the storm on Lake Galilee,  Jesus was asleep - whilst the 
disciples’ lives were in danger! Was He testing their faith? Or was He simple exhausted - from the work of the day? 
And in our reading today - do we see another glimpse of Jesus’ human nature? when we hear Jesus say – “Now my 
soul is troubled” (and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to 
this hour.”) [12 v27] Jesus knew His death was in just few days, and because He was fully human, He dreaded it. 
Jesus knew He would need to take the sins of the World upon Himself, and this - He knew - would separate Him 
from His Father.  

The prospect of Jesus abandoning His life, and in doing so taking upon Himself  
- the whole burden of human sin  
- and the horror of evil in its most blatant form,  
causes Jesus to be  - “…troubled.” 

The gospel author quickly continues with Jesus’ confirmation of the reason for the suffering and that - Jesus will be 
brought safely out of it. (Jesus’ own  said “no” to His human desires in order to obey and glorify His Father.)  
Glorification: Jesus’ own glorification is also the Father’s glorification. The 2 are inseparable – and Jesus now prays 
that His Father’s name may be glorified, that is - in and through His approaching suffering, His Father will be 
recognized as being - what in truth He is – God – who has immeasurable love for humankind.  

Jesus’ prayer is answered and conveyed in a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again”. . 
. this surely was for the benefit of “whoever has ears, let them hear” [Luke 8 v8] offering the truth that Jesus is 
engaged upon His Father’s business. 

In verses 31 and 32, Jesus announces, “Now is the time of judgement on this world; now the prince of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people  to myself.” Jesus is telling them – 
and us -  how essential His death will be for humankind. Through His own impending conflict with evil - in His 
passion - the turmoil created by the fall of humankind - will be reversed. By the perfect obedience of Jesus on the 
cross the ruler of this world will be overthrown from His present position of power.  

The world - remains ultimately in God’s power - even though it has become disintegrated by sin - and has tried to 
organize itself - without reference to its Creator, and as a result – it stands under His judgment. But Jesus lifted on 
the cross, the supreme expression of the invincible power of divine love, would draw to Himself all who accept - in 
faith - His victory over sin and evil - and over against all such believers the World and its prince would be impotent. 

As we approach Easter, we need to keep in . . .  mind . . . and in heart, that God’s vision of salvation is not just 
personal and private, but affects families and communities and, in the end, the whole world! 

“Whoever serves me must follow me…” [12 v26] This is Jesus speaking to Jews, Greeks - to all. No matter who the 
sincere seekers are, Jesus welcomes them. His message is for everyone. And we should have no barriers in sharing 
the Gospel – not racial, social, or economic. And there will be someone near me - someone near you – who would 
like to see Jesus! 

A short reading (Jeremiah 18 v1-6) prayer of confession and words of assurance 

     In Jeremiah 18 v1-6 we read . . .  

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  
“Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.”  
So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel.  
But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands;  
so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 
Then the word of the LORD came to me.  
He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the LORD.  
“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel…” 

Sung  Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true. 
Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You. (x2) 

    “The days are surely coming, says the Lord,  
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Jacob.” 

All    God has made a new covenant with us in Christ Jesus. 

     Yet we have turned away, hardened our hearts and spirits. 
All    Lord, help us to change. 

Sung  Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true. 
     Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You. (x2) 
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     “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts;  
     and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
All    But we have failed to be God’s people. We have chosen our own way. 

     Turn again, says the Lord, through the prophets and through God’s own Son. 
All    Turn us again to you, O Lord, and awaken our spirits to your love and mercy. 

Sung  Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true. 
     Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You. (x2)   

    The journey of Lent continues with a journey of sacrifice. 
All   We are called upon to give our lives to God. 

    We are called upon to give of ourselves to others. 
All   Lord, help us to reach inward in confession and outward in service. 

    Be with us this day and walk with us on this journey. 
All   Amen 

    We continue in prayerful reflection as we listen to the whole of  . . . Change my heart Oh God 

    Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true. 
    Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You. (x2) 
    You are the potter, I am the clay, 
    Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
    Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true. 
    Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You. (x2) 
TITLE: Change my heart  
BY: Patrick Appleford (b. 1925) 
COPYRIGHT INFORMATION: Words and Music: © Josef Weinberger Ltd  
PERFORMED BY: Marantha! Music (via Easy Worship Resources YouTube Channel) 
WORDS REPRODUCED FROM: wordsofworship.com 
ES&D LICENCES: CCLI License: #637329    CCLI Streaming License: #148375 

Prayer of Confession 
   Compassionate Lord,  
   forgive us when we falter on this Lenten pathway;  
   when the road ahead seems too uncertain and we are afraid.  
   We admit that following Jesus is not an easy task.  
   Jesus requires us to be willing to make the ultimate commitment of our whole lives  
   and we hesitate and hold back.  
   Draw us back to you, Lord.  
   Give us confidence and courage to face the future with hope.  
   Let us place our trust in you  
   that the message of peace and mercy you have given to us through Jesus Christ  
   may be offered to others through our own witness to your healing mercy.  
   In Jesus’ Name, we pray.  

All  Amen 

Words of Assurance 
    Even though the future is clouded;  
    God is with us, guiding, healing, comforting, restoring.  
    Rejoice! In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and healed. Amen 
 

Song  Everyday God

1 Earth's creator, Everyday God, 
 Loving Maker, O Jesus, 
 You who shaped us, O Spirit, 
 Recreate us, Come, be with us. 

2 In your presence, Everyday God, 
 We are gathered, O Jesus, 
 You have called us, O Spirit, 
 To restore us, Come, be with us. 

3 Life of all lives, Everyday God, 
 Love of all loves, O Jesus, 
 Hope of all hopes, O Spirit, 
 Light of all lights, Come, be with us. 

4 In our resting, Everyday God, 
 In our rising, O Jesus, 
 In our hoping, O Spirit, 
 In our waiting, Come, be with us. 

5 In our dreaming, Everyday God, 
In our daring, O Jesus, 
In our searching, O Spirit, 
In our sharing, Come, be with us. 

6 God of laughter, Everyday God, 
God of sorrow, O Jesus, 
Home and shelter, O Spirit, 
Strong and patient, Come, be with us. 

7 Way of freedom, Everyday God, 
 Star of morning, O Jesus, 
 Timeless healer, O Spirit, 
 Flame eternal, Come, be with us. 

8 Word of gladness, Everyday God, 
 Word of mercy, O Jesus, 
 Word of friendship, O Spirit, 
 Word of challenge, Come, be with us. 

9 Gentle father, Everyday God, 
 Faithful brother, O Jesus, 
 Tender sister, O Spirit. 
 Loving mother, Come, be with us. 

10 Our beginning, Everyday God, 
 Our unfolding, O Jesus, 
 Our enduring, O Spirit, 
 Journey's ending, Come, be with us. 

11 Alleluia, Everyday God, 
 Now and always, O Jesus, 
 Alleluia, O Spirit, 
 Through all ages, Come, be with us. 
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TITLE: Everyday God 
BY Bernadette Farrell 
COPYRIGHT INFORMATION: lyrics © Oregon Catholic Press Music 
PERFORMED BY: Ruth and Joy Everingham (Everingham Music)) 
WORDS REPRODUCED FROM: Musixmatch 
ES&D LICENCES: CCLI License: #637329    CCLI Streaming License: #148375 

Closing Prayer 

May we fix our eyes on the Lord.  
May we place our hand in His Hand,  
trusting in His guiding and comfort.  
May we go into this world,  
that needs so much the words of healing love,  
and bring the good news of God’s absolute love  
and presence to all people.  
Amen      

o-0-o 

Digital Church 
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For information and prayer requests: 
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Adapted prayer text source - ministrymatters.com 

   

 


