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EAST SOLENT AND DOWNS METHODIST CIRCUIT 

- DIGITAL CHURCH 
Week Beginning Sunday 23rd January 2021 

(David Muskett) 
Digital Church Services can be found on YouTube  

by searching ‘ES&D’ 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

Among the poor, among the proud, among the persecuted,  
among the privileged, 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

In the private house, in the public place, in the wedding feast,  
in the judgement hall, 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

With a gentle touch, with an angry word, with a clear conscience, 
with burning love, 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

That the kingdom might come, that the world might believe, 
that the powerful might stumble, that the hidden might be seen, 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

Within us, without us, behind us, before us,  
in this place, in every place,  
for this time, for all time, 
Christ is coming to make all things new. 

 HYMN O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  (StF 364)

 1  O for a thousand tongues to sing 
  my great Redeemer's praise, 
  the glories of my God and King, 
  the triumphs of his grace !  

   2  My gracious Master and my God, 
  assist me to proclaim, 
  to spread through all the earth abroad 
  the honours of your name. 

   3  Jesus — the name that charms our fears, 
  that bids our sorrows cease ;  
  'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
  'tis life, and health, and peace. 

   4  He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
  he sets the prisoner free ;  
  his blood can make the foulest clean, 
  his blood availed for me. 

   5  He speaks ;  and, listening to his voice, 
  new life the dead receive ;  
  the mournful, broken hearts rejoice ;  
  the humble poor believe. 

   6  See all your sins on Jesus laid :  
  the Lamb of God was slain ;  
  his soul was once an offering made 
  that all may heaven gain. 

            7  In Christ, our Head, you then shall know, 
                shall feel, your sins forgiven, 
                   anticipate your heaven below, 
                and own that love is heaven. 

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing “ 
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

© Public Domain 
Performed by: Clyde McLennan (smallchurchmusic.com)  

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, # 364 
CCLI License: # 637329    CCLI Streaming License: # 148375 

 PRAISE 

Your word is a lantern to my feet 
and a light upon our path. 

O Lord, your word is everlasting: 
it stands firm for ever in the heavens. 

The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
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We dwell in him and he in us. 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
and speak of all his marvellous works. 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty, 
who was and is and is to come. 

 CONFESSION 
Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 

Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though 
they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.  

All: Lord, we have got it wrong. 
We thought you just wanted our worship: 
songs of praise and prayers of passion. 
But you want the whole of our lives: 
a worldly worship of acting justly and living compassionately. 
You look inside and ask us who we are and what we want. 
Forgive us our sins, we pray 
challenge us where we are unjust, 
disturb us when we don’t care 
and transform our selfishness 
through the love of your Son 
and the life-giving power of your Spirit. 

- silence - 

The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  
To all who confess their sins and resolve to lead a new life, he says: 
“Your sins are forgiven” and he also says: “Follow me ” 

To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen 

 SONG  I’m Accepted, I’m Forgiven (StF 427) 

I'm accepted, I'm forgiven, 
  I am fathered by the true and living God. 

  I'm accepted, no condemnation, 
  I am loved by the true and living God. 
  There's no guilt or fear as I draw near 

  to the Saviour and Creator of the world. 
  There is joy and peace 

  as I release my worship to you, O Lord. 
“I'm accepted, I'm forgiven” 

Rob Hayward 
Words and Music: © 1985, Thankyou Music.  Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs, excluding UK & Europe,  

administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk>  Used by permission. 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, # 427 

Performed by: Jo Banbury  
CCLI License: # 637329    CCLI Streaming License: # 148375 

 PRAYER 
God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,  
release to the captives, and freedom to the oppressed: 
anoint us with your Holy Spirit  
and set all your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen 

 READING Luke 4 v14-21 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole 
countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
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He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as 
was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he 
found the place where it is written: 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

 REFLECTION 
This passage from Luke 4 may seem quite familiar and quite encouraging.  We like this this language of the 
good news of freedom, hope, liberation, unshackling. But on what level to we hear or read it? 

Is it simply about an event that occurred 2000 years ago when someone read a text that was written hundreds 

of years before that? 

Do we want to know what it meant when Isaiah wrote it or do we ask what it meant to Jesus’ hearers? 

Perhaps we want to know what it meant that the text from Isaiah was fulfilled in thew hearing of those who 

heard Jesus read it. 

Or maybe we wonder if there’s a meaning for us, in our time either or both of the text from Isaiah and/or 

what Jesus said about it being fulfilled. 

Maybe we wonder what it means to be able to say, ‘the Spirit  of the Lord is on me’ - ? 

The prophets – and Jesus too - were preachers who comforted the disturbed and also disturbed the 

comfortable. 

Do we have the courage to hear and receive this text in both those ways? 

Good news for the poor, freedom for prisoners and the oppressed and recovery of sight for the blind is 

comforting. 

Being in the power of the Spirit and having the Spirit of the Lord upon us can be disturbing if we’ve become 

comfortable. 

That in itself is the first potentially disturbing point to notice from this passage. 

It may not strike us in that way if we only read it as an account of an event, telling us what was the case in 

that place at that time. 

But if we pause to remember that if Isaiah’s writing can be fulfilled in Jesus such that the Spirit of the Lord is 

on him and he promised his followers the gift of the Holy Spirit to come upon them … 

It’s more than possible we are meant to believe that we too can return to our homes, the places where we are 

known and find that the Spirit of the Lord is on us – that we too can be ‘in the power of the Spirit’. 

If we look around the world for a moment it is not hard to see that those comforting words are not universally 

fulfilled.  The year if the Lord’s favour is not yet fully evident in a world of modern slavery, human trafficking, 

genocide, war crimes, gun and knife crime, and people facing a choice between heating and eating …  

And yet – even so – it’s what we hope for.  It is the deepest hope that I will be fully fulfilled in the Kingdom of 

God. 

So, what is obvious is that Jesus’ statement about the fulfilment of the passage he read declares that he is 

God’s Chosen and Anointed One. The Spirit has come upon him, the Spirit led him into the wilderness for 

temptations; and now he’s filled with the power of the Spirit. The Spirit’s doing things in Jesus and through 

Jesus. The Spirit of God is active, live, giving breath; and Jesus models total responsiveness. Jesus is devoted, 

active, engaged, deeply attuned to the word and work of God’s Spirit to, in and through him. 

The power of the Spirit released Jesus to declare his hand: ‘I am fulfilling the old ways here and now.’ It is 

comforting to us to hear Jesus challenging the age he was living in by the power of the Spirit.  
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It is both comforting and challenging that by the Holy Spirit Jesus challenges the age we are living in. The 

anointing of Jesus by the Spirit as King of kings, Lord of lords, the Lord of time and all times, the only beloved 

Son of God means that God speaks in and through him. 

And not just in that synagogue in Nazareth – but now in our churches and our homes – this scripture is 

fulfilled in our hearing too. 

We might also have noticed that Jesus had come home.  This was where he grew up.  We might imagine that 

Jesus, in his home synagogue, is hugged, welcomed, and known. He’s been shaped by the scrolls faithfully 

unrolled in this place. He grew up hearing from the Law and the Prophets knowing that God loves the poor. 

Knowing prophets who call for justice; perhaps hearing his mother singing things like the Magnificat. 

Jesus grew up knowing Isaiah’s words but, in reading them, he brings them into the present.  His present, but 

also our present.  Suddenly we’re aware as Jesus’ hearers became aware, that Scripture speaks!  

Jesus unrolled the scroll, read it and gave it back again. Scripture is fulfilled. There. Then. And also Here. Now.  

Good news is God’s news.  Proclaim-able, liveable. Jesus truly in the power of the Spirit declares himself to be 

the example of a life saturated in the history of God revealed in the pages of scripture. 

Saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing,’ Jesus is lining himself up with God and God’s 

words from across time, for all time. He says, ‘I tell you, this is who I am, and why I’m here. Putting things 

right.’ 

Jesus is clear in choosing that passage from Isaiah that God’s good news is for the unseen, the lost, the 

afflicted, the marginalised, the poor, the hopeless, the rejected, the despised, the overwhelmed. 

But it’s also clear that God’s focus is in gatherings of people where God is present. Jesus returned in the 

power of the Spirit and read ‘the Spirit of the Lord is on me’.   

In Synagogues and inns, in temples and dinner parties in congregations in Portsmouth and Pimlico, 

Bedhampton and Birmingham, and houses in Lindford and London, Gosport and Glasgow Jesus is with people. 

Hungry people, blind people, desperate people, grieving people – Jesus is with people in the power of the 

Spirit. 

This text is sometimes thought of as Jesus’ manifesto.  He chose this text to describe the pattern of his life and 

chosen direction. He didn’t choose to associate himself with a text about ‘the day of vengeance of our God’ - 

which he left that bit out.  He didn’t refer to something that would make him into a new warrior king. Instead, 

he reads a good news text to his hearers that makes clear his self-understanding. 

So, our job is to take this faithful, loving, merciful good news God and remind the here and now that God 

wants people to be seen, known and free. 

Jesus speaks of God’s desires that people live in total rightness, full humanity - the climax of God’s vision all 

along for the restoration of the whole of creation. 

Jesus puts himself at the centre of God’s agenda for the whole world. 

The disturbing bit is that he puts his followers there with him. 

It is Good News.  Good News of Great Joy.  Comfort and Joy.  Comfort for the disturbed. 

And also disturbing for the comfortable. 

This sets the tone for our life as well as his followers. 

We too are to bring into reality what has always been God’s vision for us and for all creation.  

We too are to return home, return to our communities, the places where we are known and loved, the places 

where we can be comfortable and know that we are in the power of the Spirit, that the Spirit of the Lord is on 

us and we too are to be the instruments of God’s restoration 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent us to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’   

Will you step into that Holy Spirit space? 

Will you let his love be shown? 
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Will you care for cruel and kind? 

Will you let the blinded see? 

Will you set the prisoners free? 

Will you reshape the world around through sight and touch and sound? 

Our next hymn asks all these questions and more. 

The last verse is an answer.   

See how much conviction you can put into singing it. 

 HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me (StF 673)

   1  Will you come and follow me 
  if I but call your name ?  
  Will you go where you don't know 
  and never be the same ?  
  Will you let my love be shown, 
  will you let my name be known, 
  will you let my life be grown 
  in you and you in me ?  

   2  Will you leave yourself behind 
  if I but call your name ?  
  Will you care for cruel and kind 
  and never be the same ?  
  Will you risk the hostile stare 
  should your life attract or scare ?  
  Will you let me answer prayer 
  in you and you in me ?  

   3  Will you let the blinded see 
  if I but call your name ?  
  Will you set the prisoners free 
  and never be the same ?  
  Will you kiss the leper clean, 
  and do such as this unseen, 
  and admit to what I mean 
  in you and you in me ?  

   4  Will you love the ‘you' you hide 
  if I but call your name ?  
  Will you quell the fear inside 
  and never be the same ?  
  Will you use the faith you've found 
  to reshape the world around, 
  through my sight and touch and sound 
  in you and you in me ?

 

       5    Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 

“Will You Come and Follow Me” 
John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958) 

Words: © 1987, WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow G2 3DH  Scotland.  www.wgrg.co.uk 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, # 673 

Performed by: Jo Banbury  
CCLI License: # 637329    CCLI Streaming License: # 148375 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We give thanks for the Bible, that we can read it in our own languages;  
We give thanks and pray for those who study and translate the scriptures;  And for those who interpret the 
meaning for us in our own time – those who preach and teach in our churches. 

We pray for all Christian people: those near to us now, those in other congregations around the world giving 
thanks that we can come together around your word to us in the Bible. 

We pray for those who long to know you, those who are mocked and persecuted for their faith that you 
would strengthen them by your Holy Spirit. 

We pray that your Spirit would be upon all your people to make known your Word in our communities and to 
work for the ways of your Kingdom throughout the world in peace, justice, freedom and love. 

We pray for freedom for the oppressed and the imprisoned 

For sight for those who are blind 

That the poor would hear the good news of your Kingdom through the words and work of your people. 

http://www.wgrg.co.uk/
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We pray for all in positions of power, influence and authority that they would speak and act with justice and 
integrity seeking the ways of your Kingdom and the common good. 

Teach us to use our gifts, our power and our resources for the relief of suffering and the growth of peace and 
harmony. 

We pray for all who suffer from poverty, sickness, grief or any other distress and for all who care for them … 

Relieve their trouble, give them patience and comfort in the knowledge of your presence and your healing 
touch. 

We join our prayers together in the prayer for the coming of the Kingdom as Jesus taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All:  Our Father in heaven 

Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
On earth as in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen 

 HYMN Jesus The Name High Over All (StF 357) 

 1  Jesus — the name high over all, 
  in hell, or earth, or sky !  
  Angels revere, and nations fall, 
  and devils fear and fly. 

   2  Jesus — the name to sinners dear, 
  the name to sinners given !  
  It scatters all their guilty fear, 
  it turns their hell to heaven. 

   3  Jesus — the prisoner's fetters breaks, 
  and bruises Satan's head ;  
  power into strengthless souls it speaks, 
  and life into the dead. 

   4  O that the world might taste and see 
  the riches of his grace !  
  The arms of love that compass me 
  would all the earth embrace. 

   5  His only righteousness I show, 
  his saving grace proclaim ;  
  'tis all my business here below 
  to cry :  ‘Behold the Lamb ! ' 

   6  Happy if with my latest breath 
  I might but gasp his name ;  
  preach him to all, and cry in death :  
  ‘Behold, behold the Lamb ! ' 

“Jesus The Name High Over All” 
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

© Public Domain 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, # 357 

Performed by: Chet Valley Churches 
CCLI License: # 637329    CCLI Streaming License: # 148375 

 BLESSING 

Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: may your people, illumined 
by your word and inspired by his presence, shine with the radiance of his glory,   that he may be known, 
worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; 
and the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among us and remain with us and those 
we love and all for whom we pray today and always.  Amen 

Glory to God, 
All:  whose power, at work among us, 

can do infinitely more 
than all we can ask or conceive; 
to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 


