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EAST SOLENT & DOWNS METHODIST CIRCUIT 
DIGITAL CHURCH 

Week Beginning Sunday 13th June  2021 
(Deacon Laura) 

Digital Church Services can be found on YouTube by searching ‘ES&D’ 

Hello and welcome to this Digital Service from the East Solent and Downs 
Methodist Circuit.  

I’m Deacon Laura and the theme for this service is ‘Our Calling.’ We’re going to 
be looking at one character from the Old Testament who went from being 
merely the youngest son in a large family to one of the most famous kings of all 
time and an ancestor of Jesus.  

First let’s take a moment to bring ourselves before God in prayer.  
Will you pray with me?  

OPENING PRAYER 
God of the journey, 
You are always calling us forward into fresh possibilities and toward new horizons.  
Remind us of the need to listen to your call, respond with open hearts and 
encourage others to hear your call in their lives too, so that we will continue to 
grow toward you – the bringer of life in all its fulness. Amen.  

HYMN Will you Come and Follow me?  

Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 

Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare, 
will you let me answer prayer  
in you and you in me? 

Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around 
through my sight and touch and sound  
in you and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 
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READING 1 Samuel 15 v34-16 v13 
Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of 
Saul. Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved 
over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’  Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 
the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  He said, “Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord 
has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here? And 
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

COMMENT (1) 
So, in 1 Samuel 16 we find the prophet Samuel at the home of Jesse, the 
grandson of Ruth and Boaz. Samuel in in search of the next King of Israel and 
God has led him to this place.  

One at a time the six strapping sons of Jesse pass before Samuel and each time 
Samuel is certain this must be the one. After all, God is bound to call someone 
strong and powerful. The eldest is the obvious choice, then the next, then the next. 

God remains silent. Surprised, Samuel asks Jesse ‘Are all your sons here?’ and 
Jesse replies, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’  

This son is the baby of the family. Someone has to stay with the sheep while the 
rest of the family are at the sacrifice and he is the obvious choice. After all, why 
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would Samuel want to meet him? Best he stays with the sheep so that he isn’t 
disappointed.  

Yet it is this youngest son, this least of the family, who is chosen by God to lead 
God’s people and who becomes King David, ancestor of Jesus.  

It’s very easy to say ‘there’s a place for all of us in God’s plan and in God’s 
Kingdom’ but it can be hard to believe it sometimes. Some days we may feel like 
David, left behind while others join the gathering of God’s people and that might 
be especially true at the moment, if you’re used to attending church on a Sunday 
and now find yourself unable to do so. Or perhaps you’re someone who wonders 
how God and the Bible can possibly be relevant to you and your life.  

I wonder if David felt forgotten, sitting on the hillside with the sheep? I wonder 
how he felt when someone ran up to him and told him he needed to join the 
party after all? If we ever need a reminder that none of us are forgotten and that 
God calls the unlikeliest of people we find it here. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 
Gracious God,  
You are so often found in unexpected places and among unexpected people.  
Your love and goodness surround and overwhelms us.  
We cannot begin to grasp the depth of your grace. 
The idea that you would speak to, and though, people like us feels impossible.  
Surely, you’d choose someone more worthy of the task? 
Yet you do! 
You spoke to Samuel and you spoke through Samuel.  
You called David from among his brothers and made him the ancestor of Jesus.  
You call us to serve you, each in our own way. 

Thank you, generous God, for giving us a place in your Kingdom and in your family. 
Amen. 

Ever seeking God, 
There is nowhere we can go to hide from you.  
You know our thoughts and you know our actions. 

When we have ignored your call and assumed we cannot serve you.  
Lord have mercy. Lord, forgive. 

When we have disregarded someone because of their age, ethnicity, gender or 
sexuality. 
Lord have mercy. Lord, forgive.  

When we have been slow to share the good news with others or assume they do 
not need to hear your story. 
Lord have mercy. Lord, forgive. 

When we have walked past those in need and forget they too are made in your 
image.  
Lord have mercy. Lord, forgive. 

When we say we want a better future, then seek to keep things the same.  
Lord have mercy. Lord, forgive. 



4 | P a g e  

And so, through two thousand years of human history we listen again to those 
precious words of Jesus; telling us we are forgiven and inviting us to go in piece. 
Amen.  

READING Mark 4 v26-34 
Jesus also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he 
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, 
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;  yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 

COMMENT (2) 
The parable of the mustard seed is just one of many gardening-related examples 
Jesus uses to talk about the Kingdom of God.  

As a grower of vegetables, myself I find the process absolutely fascinating and 
rather exciting. At various times of the year, you’ll find seed-trays on my 
windowsills and pots of peat-free compost all over my back garden.  

It amazes me that a seed as tiny as this (slice orange - show seed) can grow into 
something like this (orange tree) which in turn can grow more of these (show 
orange on orange tree), and this is just a very, very dwarf tree! How can that be 
possible? 

In the Parable of the Mustard Seed Jesus gives us the opportunity to marvel at 
the miracle of growth. Okay, he exaggerates a bit – the mustard seed isn’t the 
smallest seed, and the mustard plant isn’t the largest tree – but that’s what 
Rabbis and storytellers do when they want to make an important point.  

After all, this parable isn’t really about the relative sizes of seeds and trees – it’s 
about people. The growth and harvest of fruit and vegetables may be exciting, 
but it’s not nearly as exciting as the development of people and communities. 
How is it that David, the youngest of a family of strong, capable brothers (and no 
doubt sisters as well), can become King of Israel? How is it that a tiny group of 
people, the disciples, can grow into a church that covers the world in one way or 
another? How is it that God can take the seeds of faith that are inside you and 
me, grow them and use them for his Kingdom? Tiny mustard seeds growing into 
plants where many take shelter.  

Anyone who’s met me will know that I get very excited when by green beans 
start to produce, or when a cabbage manages to elude the cabbage white 
butterflies and grow to full size; but I’m sure my rejoicing is nothing compared to 
God’s joy when God watches the seeds of faith in us in growing branches that 
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stand tall and reach out to others. How we do that depends on our 
circumstances, especially at the moment, but we can be sure God rejoices when 
we do. Amen. 

So now we come before God in prayer as we pray for our world. Let’s pray. 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Nurturing God, 
We remember before you people in this country and throughout the world 
whose basic needs are not met. Those who see no end to their hunger. Those 
who may never find a home. Those who are forgotten by the world, but not by 
you.  
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Expectant God, 
We remember before you those who are waiting. Waiting for news of a loved 
one. Waiting for test results. Waiting for answers to questions that affect their 
lives. We wait with them and know that you do too.  
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Calling God, 
We remember before you those whose vocation places them at risk or makes 
huge demands upon them. Those keyworkers who remain underpaid. Those 
keyworkers who are forgotten by society. Those keyworkers who see no end to 
the consequences of this pandemic. We give thanks for them and ask your 
blessing on them. 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Generous God,  
We remember before you anyone we know to be in need at this time, including 
ourselves. Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit. Those for whom today has 
already seemed too long. Those who grieve. In a moment of quiet we hold them 
before God, knowing God is with them.  
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen 
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Hymn: Hear the Call of the Kingdom 

Hear the call of the Kingdom 
Lift your eyes to the King 
Let His song rise within you 
As a fragrant offering 
Of how God rich in mercy 
Came in Christ to redeem 
All who trust in His unfailing grace 

Hear the call of the Kingdom 
To be children of light 
With the mercy of heaven 
The humility of Christ 
Walking justly before Him 
Loving all that is right 
That the life of Christ may shine through us 

 

King of Heaven we will answer the call 
We will follow bringing hope to the world 
Filled with passion filled  
       with power to proclaim 
Salvation in Jesus' name 

Hear the call of the Kingdom 
To reach out to the lost 
With the Father's compassion 
In the wonder of the cross 
Bringing peace and forgiveness 
And a hope yet to come 
Let the nations put their trust in Him 

King of Heaven we will answer the call 
We will follow bringing hope to the world 
Filled with passion filled  
       with power to proclaim 
Salvation in Jesus' name (x2) 

“Hear the Call of the Kingdom” 

Words and Music: Keith Getty Kristyn Getty Stuart Townend 
Performed by Ruth and Joy Everingham 

© 2006 Thankyou Music 
CCLI License: # 637329    CCLI Streaming License: # 148375  

BLESSING
God of the wind - 
Blow fresh in our faces. 
Breath the blessings of your love 
Into our hearts, 
Into our minds, 
Into our souls. 

God of the rain - 
Pour your Spirit down upon us. 
Refresh us and renew us. 
Drown us in your glory. 

God of the sun - 
Melt our cold hearts. 
Warm us with your love; 
That we may grow toward you, 
The true giver of life. 


